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Mark Jackson’s Celebrity Team
Tops the S.Q. Warriors, 134-119

By Rahsaan Thomas
Sports Editor

Mark Jackson, head coach 
of the Golden State Warriors, 

returned to San Quentin with 
ex-NBA champion, Brian Sca-
labrine, Warriors General Man-
ager Bob Myers and others to 
play a scrimmage game against 

the San Quentin Warriors. 
The spirited competition was 

called by comical play-by-play 
announcer Aaron “Imam Jeddi” 
Taylor.

The visiting team won 134-
119. They had inspirational sup-
port by Marreese “Mo” Speights. 
Speights won a championship 
with the University of Florida. 
He was not allowed to play be-
cause “he is too valuable to risk 
injury,” said Myers.

The visiting team roster in-
cluded Jackson, Scalabrine, My-
ers, who played for the UCLA 
1995 championship team, Kirk 
Lacob, son of GS Warriors 
owner, former college players 
Chris Demarko, John Fahey, Joe 
“Time” Boyland, and Ben Draa. 

The event started out with 
both teams circled around SQ 
resident Robert “Bishop” Bulter 
at center court. He introduced 
NBA Hall of Famer Jackson to 
the crowd. Jackson said a few 

Sponsors and members of the IMPACT graduation

By Juan Haines  
Managing Editor

About 150 men gathered at 
San Quentin’s Protestant Chapel 
to praise dozens of graduates of 
a prosocial program designed to 
teach empathy, self-control, and 

humility.
Incarcerated Men Putting 

Away Childish Things (IM-
PACT) acknowledged the efforts 
of these inmates for completing 
the Fatherhood Enrichment and 

Some Prisoners Still Wait on Prop. 36

Numerous San Quentin in-
mates are still waiting for their 
day in court nearly a year after 

Los Angeles County Twin Towers Correctional Facility

By Kevin D. Sawyer
Journalism Guild Chairman

The California Department 
of Corrections and Rehabilita-
tion (CDCR) is using one of two 
studies on crime, incarceration, 
and recidivism as management 
tools to assess the risk level of 
inmates in California state pris-
ons.

The studies developed by the 
University of California, Irvine 
(UCI), and the PEW Center on 
the States used an evidence-
based approach to assist the 
CDCR to identify levels of risk 

that inmates pose to public safe-
ty.

“After decades of experience 
managing offenders and ana-
lyzing data, practitioners and 
researchers have identifi ed key 
factors that can help predict 
the likelihood of an individual 
returning to crime, violence or 
drug use,” the PEW study stat-
ed.

PEW described a risk/needs 
assessment tool as “essentially 
a uniform report card that mea-
sures offenders’ criminal risk 

See CDCR on page 5

Dozens of IMPACT 
Graduates Honored

‘Justice Reinvestment’
Gets Billions for Reform 

By Boston Woodard
Staff Writer

A reform movement is taking 
hold in the country. It’s called 
“justice reinvestment,” and 
it aims to harvest the billions 
spent on incarceration and 
redirect the money to social 
service programs that might 
remove the root causes of law-

less behavior.
According to Alison Shames 

of the Vera Institute of Justice 
(VIJ), “The future of the Jus-
tice Reinvestment Initiative 
looks bright, with President 
Obama including $85 billion 
for this effort in his proposed 
2014 budget, an increase of $79 
million over last year’s appro-
priation.”

See Justice on page 4

2 Studies Help CDCR 
Judge Inmate Risk Level 
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In 2003, Susan Tucker and 
Eric Cadora coined the term 
“justice reinvestment,” in a 
policy paper published by the 
Open Society Institute (OSI).

OSI said the goal was to 
Ex-Convicts Will Soon
Qualify for ObamaCare
Beginning January 2014, the 

10,000 plus ex-convicts released 
from California prisons monthly 
will be eligible to receive health 
care through the Affordable Care 
Act—ObamaCare. In addition, 
the 40 to 50 thousand offenders 
on probation could qualify for 
ObamaCare.

The expansion of Medicaid, a 
key provision of the health care 
reform law, would provide the 
coverage, according to The As-
sociated Press.

Advocates for ex-offenders 
say they believe a healthier 
population will “reduce medical 
costs, and possibly keep them 
from sliding back into crime,” 
The AP reports.

“It potentially revolutionizes 
the criminal justice system and 
health system,” said Faye Tax-
man, a health services crimi-

California voters approved 
Proposition 36 last Novem-
ber. The new law modifi ed the 
Three-Strikes Law and gave 
judges an opportunity to reduce 
life sentences given to offend-
ers who committed non-violent/
non-serious crimes. However, 
judges are mandated to review 
each case to ensure that the pe-
titioner’s release would not en-
danger public safety.

Of the 1,092 petitions fi led, 
1,011 inmates have been released, 
according a study by Stanford 
University. Less than two per-
cent of offenders released, have 
committed a new crime. By 
comparison, 16 percent of regu-

voters agreed that the nation’s 
toughest recidivist law punished 
them too harshly.

Inmates confi ned in local jails at midyear and 
percent change in the jail population, 2000-2012

Source: Bureau of Justice Statistics, Annual Survey of 
Jails, midyear 2000-2004 and midyear 2006-2012, and the 
Census of Jail inmates midyear 2005.
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Study Finds Under 2 Percent of Released Offenders Re-offend

Gov. Jerry Brown failed 
to get a three-year exten-
sion to reduce California’s 
overcrowded prisons, ac-
cording to the Sacramento 
Bee. However, the court 
extended the time to fi x 
the prisons from Dec. 31 to 
January 27, 2014.

The court ordered attor-
neys representing inmates 
and state offi cials are to 
meet confi dentially in front 
of a judge. The parties are 
to report to the court by 
Oct. 21 with recommenda-
tions for a durable plan to 
relieve the state of its over-
crowded prisons.

The state was ordered 
not to lease additional out-
of-state beds until further 
order by the court.
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John Curzon Becomes New 
Acting Chief Deputy Warden

By JulianGlenn Padgett
Staff Writer 

John Curzon takes his 26 years 
of experience with the California 
Department of Corrections and 
Rehabilitation to greater heights 
as San Quentin’s new Acting 
Chief Deputy Warden.

 Curzon did not follow the 
usual professional track by com-
ing in as a correctional offi cer 
when he began his career work-
ing in a state prison. He began in 
food services.

“I started out as a supervising 
cook in food services,” he said. 
“I came up in the business ser-
vices side of the house.”

Curzon said he worked for 
approximately 13 years in that 
position and those years, along 
with the work experience he 
gained, has helped him with his 
current position.

“It’s about so much, espe-
cially listening and being in the 
moment because in my position 
I deal with so many different 
people,” he said.

It was his brother Joe who en-
couraged Curzon to relocate to 
California and get a job with the 
state. 

“My brother recently retired 
after putting in 30 years. Joe was 
working in corrections when it 
was just called the California 
Department of Corrections,” 
Curzon explained.

With different duties, Curzon 
said his new position calls for 
him to work closely with San 
Quentin’s Warden Kevin Chap-
pell. 

“My role really is to support 
the warden’s goals and the vi-
sion he holds as the warden of 
San Quentin,” said Curzon.

“Part of that role is to ensure 
San Quentin is prepared for the 
new challenges heading its way,” 
Curzon said. He believes the 
challenges come from the num-
ber of new inmates coming to 
the prison and issues surround-
ing the reduction of California’s 
overcrowded prison population.

“For those inmates coming 
here it’s a great opportunity to 
see how institutions that have 
programs operate,” Curzon said. 
“And our staff and everyone is 
handling it 
fi ne. We’ve 
seen San 
Quentin at an 
inmate count 
of 6,000. It’s 
not posted 
any chal-
lenges at this 
point.”

On Sept.16, 
A t t o r n e y 
General Ka-
mala D. Har-
ris fi led a 
defendant’s 
request for an 
extension of 
the Dec. 31 
deadline and 
status report. 
This report is 
in response 
to the order 
by three Fed-

eral Judges, Thelton Henderson, 
Lawrence K. Karlton, and Ste-
phen Reinheart.

The Judges orders require the 
California Department of Cor-
rections and Rehabilitation to 
reduce the prison population to 
137.5 percent of design capacity 
by Jan. 27, 2014.

“As to any political grumbling 
about the Governor, I think his 
offi ce has a good handle on the 
direction that we’re going,” the 
Acting Chief Deputy Warden 
said.

Known for being the prison 
by the bay, San Quentin is also 
home to more than 700 inmates 
housed on Death Row. He said in 
his position one of his responsi-
bilities is to carry out and uphold 
the law.

“I believe the voters have spo-
ken on the death penalty in Cali-
fornia,” he explained.

One point the Acting Chief 
Deputy Warden made was that 
the department has a respon-
sibility to ensure public safety 
continues once inmates are re-
leased from prison. 

“Education is the key to that,” 
Curzon explained. “From the 
moment inmates come in, until 
the moment they leave, we must 
make sure they are better educat-
ed because inmates have a higher 
probability of being successful if 
they have a higher education.”

As for California’s recidivism 
issues, Curzon said he thinks it 
is a combination of things. 

“I think it’s also education, but 

we also have to focus on what 
originally brought them here,” 
he said. 

Inmates have to have the 
education and skills when they 
leave, said Curzon. He thinks 
the department is doing well ad-
dressing the issue.

“The department, under the 
leadership of Dr. Jeffery Beard, 
is doing a good job of addressing 
rehabilitative programs,” Curzon 
said.

Moreover, San Quentin has 
educational programs where 
the inmates can get GEDs, high 
school diplomas, or AA degrees 
from the Prison University Proj-
ect, Curzon explained.

“I think San Quentin is so 
fortunate to have the generosity 
and resources of our volunteers,” 
said Curzon. “We are the blue-
print for other institutions.”

Curzon’s co-workers enjoy 
working with him.

According to Chaplain Mardi 
Jackson, “He’s a man of few 
words but a man of integrity.”

Vice Principal of Robert E. 
Burton’s Adult School of Edu-
cation Marci Ficarra says, “He’s 
always been a great listener and 
kind; I feel heard when I’ve had 
discussions with him. I think 
he’s got a very calm demeanor, 
which is necessary in this envi-
ronment.”

As for the Department of Cor-
rections and Rehabilitation dis-
continuing the prison building 
boon.

In the 1990s, early in his 
career, Cur-
zon said he 
watched the 
building of 
prisons slow 
down.

“I don’t 
think the 
lack of build-
ing prisons 
will create 
a perpetual 
prison crisis 
in Califor-
nia,” said 
Curzon. “I 
think Gover-
nor Brown, 
the Secretary 
and the leg-
islature have 
a good plan 
and vision 
for CDCR,” 
Curzon said. 

Photo by Michael Nelson

Acting Chief Deputy Warden John Curzon
and Carlos Meza at the 2013 Avon Breast Cancer Walk

File Photo

Acting Deputy Warden John Curzon 
standing in front of the Max Shack

‘Part of that role is to ensure San Quentin is 
prepared for the new challenges heading its way’
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Richmond Project Promoting Non-Violence 
By Leo Zou 

Contributing Writer

Dozens of local residents 
gathered at Richmond’s Civic 
Center Plaza to watch a short 
documentary produced by in-
carcerated men to promote non-
violence among youngsters.

The Richmond Project, an 
inmate organization inside San 
Quentin, made the 10-minute 
video. Members of the group, 
from various parts of Rich-
mond, are trying to inform the 
public about their views. 

“The Richmond Project is 
for change, help the Richmond 
community, the youngsters to 
stop violence and do something 
positive,” said Darrel “Waylo” 
Williams from south Richmond 
in the video. 

The video opened with a pan-
oramic view of San Quentin 
prison and proceeded to inter-
view a group of Richmond na-
tives who expressed their hope 
for change and willingness to 
engage. It showcased the or-
dinary lives inside San Quen-
tin and ended with an original 
rap song advocating peace and 
change.

 “We were all on the same 
path; we made mistakes in our 
lives; we want to give back so 
others won’t fall into the same 

situation and predicament,” in-
mate Nythell Collins said.

The city of Richmond is 
plagued by violence, includ-
ing youth gang violence. At the 
time of this  printing there had 
been 14 homicides, with the lat-
est one occurring on Labor Day, 
according to Richmond Mayor 
Gayle MacLaughlin.

“We can’t take 
back the negative 

impact that 
we had on our 

community, but we 
can have a positive 

impact from this 
point forward”

“That’s why this project is so 
important because young peo-
ple would listen to those who 
come from the same culture,” 
MacLaughlin said, adding that 
the San Quentin men reached 
out to her to build a connection 
between inside and outside.

The video sparked heated 
discussion among viewers in 
the Whittlesey Room, which is 
located next to the main library 

“We can’t take back the nega-
tive impact that we had on our 
community, but we can have a 
positive impact from this point 
forward,” said Head of Educa-
tion of Richmond Project, Royce 
Rose.

“The men of the Richmond 
Project have helped me under-
stand that violence is universal 
and that the tools that are used 
to curb violence in Richmond 

can be used anywhere,” said Sha 
Wallace-Stepter.

“We want to help bridge the 
gap of misunderstanding be-
tween the children and parents,” 
said Jason Green.

“I joined the Richmond Proj-
ect because it give me the op-
portunity to help my commu-
nity, my family, myself, and 
the men here at San Quentin,” 
Ishmael Rashid Wesley said. 

in the plaza. Some offered com-
ments, and others suggested 
new ways to get the video to 
young people.

“This is an exceptional vid-
eo,” said Rodney Alamo Brown, 
a 47 years old writer in the audi-
ence. “It’s delightful to see them 
in good spirits again and willing 
to give back,” he added.

“The opportunity to refl ect 
on our own stories and use them 
to shape other people’s stories 
is essential to recovery and 
transformation. We need more 
of these projects,” said Rebecca 
Brown after seeing the video.

Editor’s note: This article ap-
peared in the Richmond Confi -
dential, an on-line community 
newspaper published by jour-
nalism students at the Univer-
sity of California at Berkeley. 
After some of the members of 
the Richmond Project read the 
article, they made the following 
comments:

“I’m in the Richmond Project 
to help fi nd solutions to the re-
occurring problems before it’s 
too late,” said Walter Cook.

“Collectivism is a powerful 
tool when used to raise the so-
cial consciousness of humanity 
via awareness, emotional stabil-
ity, and intellectual responsi-
bility,” said Richmond Project 
chairman, Vaughn Miles.

Taking Aim to Stop 
Childhood Violence

By Samuel Hearnes
Journalism Guild Writer

There is a new effort to pre-
vent childhood violence, and 
address the needs of America’s 
youngest victims according to a 
report by Dr. Nadine Burke Har-
ris and Esta Soler.

The new push comes at a time 
when violence against children 
in America is at an all-time high.  
According to a report by the U.S. 
Attorney General’s Defending 
Childhood Task Force, children 
are experiencing or witnessing 
violence on an alarming scale. 
Approximately two out of three 
children in the U.S. are exposed 
to violence, with as many as one-
in-10 experiencing multiple lay-
ers of violence, the report said.

Health care professionals have 
amassed a wealth of knowledge 
about violence prevention as 
well as how to help children ex-
posed to violence and developed 
a plan of action.  

The plan calls for a national 
effort to make homes, schools, 
and communities safer, sup-
portive, and healthier places for 
American children. To achieve 
this goal, health care profession-
als are insisting on a “change in 
public policies to support preven-
tion and healing for children and 
families, using key policy shifts 
such as health care reform, the 
Violence Against Women Act 
and the Victims of Crime Act,” 
according to  Harris and Soler’s 
article.   

The next step would be to set 
up routine screening programs 
to identify children who have 
been exposed to violence and to 
“establish prevention programs 
within the health care system, 
schools, and youth organizations 
to protect children from future 
violence” the report said.

The plan also calls for a change 
in spending. Monies spent on pu-
nitive programs such as juvenile 
justice facilities would be re-in-
vested in programs that can help 
children heal and thrive. The 
programs would keep troubled 
kids safe in school and under the 
guidance of responsible adults.

Finally, education about the 
effects of violence is essential to 
the plan’s success. “Make vio-
lence a public issue and educate 
all Americans about this prob-
lem and the role each can play to 
ensure our children are safe,” the 
report said.

Violence can occur in any 
community, and there are many 
forms. Sexual, physical, and 
verbal abuse are among the most 
prevalent. Violence can occur 

in or out of the home, against 
friends, family members, and 
innocent bystanders. It is im-
portant to note that experiencing 
the violence fi rst hand is not the 
only way a child can be affected; 
witnessing violence done to oth-
ers can be just as traumatic.   

“With their 
brains and 

bodies still being 
formed, children 

are uniquely 
vulnerable to the 
impact of toxic 
stress on their 

physical, mental, 
and emotional 

health”

Children exposed to violence 
are at risk for a lifetime of dis-
ciplinary, learning, and health 
defi ciencies. “With their brains 
and bodies still being formed, 
children are uniquely vulner-
able to the impact of toxic stress 
on their physical, mental, and 
emotional health” the Bay view 
Child Health Center concluded.

The human body responds to 
violence by producing hormones 
intended to fuel the fi ght or fl ight 
response. The body’s emergency 
response system could save a 
child’s life in the face of vio-
lence.  

However, constant stimula-
tion of the body’s emergency re-
sponse system can damage your 
health and well-being the Bay 
view Child Health Center said.  
Examples of the health risk in-
clude heart and lung disease, 
as well as hypertension and 
neurological disorders.  With-
out intervention, “many of our 
children will experience lifelong 
consequences from exposure to 
violence and the toxic stress it 
causes” Harris and Soler wrote.

“We must not allow violence to 
deny any child the right to grow 
up safe and secure,” according 
to Harris and Soler. “Our jour-
ney is not complete until all our 
children, from the streets of De-
troit to the hills of Appalachia 
to the quiet lanes of Newtown, 
know that they are cared for 
and cherished and always safe 
from harm” (President Barack 
Obama, Second Inaugural Ad-
dress, Jan. 21, 2013)

By Kevin D. Sawyer
Journalism Guild Chairman

Research indicates summer 
jobs for youths help to reduce 
violence and reckless behavior 
such as alcohol, drug use, and 
other misconduct.

“Teenagers who acquire 
summer jobs are less likely to 
engage in violence, accord-
ing to a new study unveiled by 
Boston’s Mayor Thomas Meni-
no,” said The Crime Report.

The study was done at North-
eastern University’s Center 
for Labor Market, the Boston 
Globe reported.

RESEARCH
The research assessed 22 

negative social behaviors 
considered risky or deviant.  
“Researchers recorded net im-
provements in behavior over 
the course of the summer in 19 
of the 22 areas examined,” said 
The Crime Report.

Using confi dential question-
naires, about 400 adolescents 
and teenagers who found work 
last summer through a vio-
lence prevention program were 
polled regarding their behavior 
before and after employment.

“Summer jobs help us reduce 
violence in the city,” said May-
or Menino. “It gives the kids 
hope, gives them an opportu-
nity they never had.”

The Globe reported that 
Northeastern professor An-
drew Sum said less than one 
percent of the youth that found 
employment reported harming 
or threatening to harm some-
one with a firearm one month 
prior to his or her employ-

ment.
According to the Globe, Pro-

fessor Sum said 15 percent of 
the youths had a fi ght the month 
before starting their jobs.

When the jobs ended, less 
than 8 percent of the youths re-
ported being involved in a fi ght 
in the last 30 days, the Globe 
reported.

“The biggest differences in 
behavior change between the 
participants and comparison 
group involved using alcohol, 
selling or using drugs, pick-
ing on others by chasing them, 
spreading false rumors or lies 
about others, and not listening 
to ones parents,” researchers 
wrote in The Crime Report.

Sum said the reduction in 
violence is “very signifi cant,” 
and that the summer jobs pro-
gram helped the youths to fi nd 
work in the fall, demonstrating 
the need of jobs for low-income 
youth.

“This important research 
settles questions about whether 
we should address high youth 
unemployment in our high-
est crime areas,” said Emmett 
Folgert, executive director of 
the Dorchester Youth Collab-
orative.

CRIME REPORT
The Crime Report said the 

University of Chicago Crime 
Lab (UCCL) conducted its own 
study on at-risk youth partici-
pation in a Chicago summer 
job program joined with a 
cognitive behavioral therapy-
based program producing sim-
ilar results.

 “The findings of the Chica-
go study mirror a recent study 

of the affects of summer em-
ployment on Boston youth,” 
said The Crime Report.

The UCCL study “experi-
enced a 51 percent drop in 
arrests for violent crime” ac-
cording to its study, reported 
The Crime Report.

STUDY
The study tracked some 700 

youths, ages 14 to 21, who were 
picked as participants in One 
Summer Plus (OSP), in 2012. 
OSP provides at-risk, violent 
youth with jobs, mentoring, 
and therapy. 

The youth “showed an enor-
mous proportional drop in vi-
olent-crime arrests after seven 
post-program months (3.7 few-
er arrests per 100 participants, 
a 51 percent decline),”  The 
Crime Report reported.

The Chicago researchers said 
it is too soon to do a cost-ben-
efi t analysis, but if the results 
continue, program benefi ts 
may “outweigh the cost, based 
on a reduction in violence.”

The program director at the 
Boston Ten Point Coalition, 
Rufus J. Faulk, said job pro-
grams should be “a 365-day a 
year priority,” and that focus 
should be on at-risk youths, as 
well as on students who stand-
out in positive ways.

“We want to keep kids safe 
and engaged,” said John J. 
Drew, president and chief ex-
ecutive offi cer of Action for 
Boston Community Develop-
ment, a nonprofi t organization 
that has also assisted Sum’s re-
searchers. “We know that hot 
summer days can stir unrest 
in city streets.”

Study Shows Summer Jobs
Curb Violence by Teenagers
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‘Justice Reinvestment’ Redirect Billions to Social Service Programs 

reduce the billions in prison 
spending and spend it in-
stead “rebuilding the human 
resources and physical infra-
structure—the schools, health-
care facilities, parks, and public 
spaces—of neighborhoods dev-
astated by high levels of incar-
ceration.”

U.S. Department of Justice’s 
(DOJ), Bureau of Justice As-
sistance (BJA) and the Public 
Safety Performance Project of 
the Pew Center on the States 
co-sponsors the Justice Rein-
vestment Initiative (JRI).

SUPPORT
The JRI provides technical 

assistance and fi nancial sup-
port to states, counties, cities, 
and tribal authorities that seek 
to reform their criminal justice 
systems using a data-driven ap-
proach.

So far, more than a dozen 
states are participating in the 
JRI.

The VIJ, as well as other re-
search organizations such as 
the Council of State Govern-
ments and the Pew Charitable 
Trusts, help these states study 
the factors contributing to high 
prison populations and devise 
cost-effective ways of reducing 
them without endangering pub-
lic safety.

Since 2003, the amount spent 
on prisons has increased. In 
mid-August, U.S. Attorney 
General Eric Holder said the 
U.S. now spends $85 billion an-
nually on incarceration.

Supporters say justice rein-
vestment has helped stop the 
consistent steady rise in impris-
onment. Critics say the move-
ment has not gone far enough, 
noting that the prisoner num-
bers have fallen only slowly in 
spite of a precipitous decrease 
in the crime rate.

 “The U.S. prison population 
dropped last year by 27,770 in-
mates, or 1.7 percent. The total 
still exceeds 2 million if local 
and state juvenile facilities are 
included,” according to The 
Crime Report.

VIJ highlighted views of 
Don Spector, executive direc-
tor of the non-profi t Prison Law 
Offi ce, who challenged poor 

conditions, including over-
crowding, that ultimately led to 
Brown vs. Plata, the landmark 
case involving California pris-
on overcrowding.

Although VIJ reports that 
realignment gave the counties 
virtually unlimited discretion 
to reform their own crimi-
nal justice system, it left them 
free to develop cost-effective 
evidence-based programs or to 
continue their reliance on in-
carceration.

“What realignment didn’t do 
is address the underlying causes 
that led to prison overcrowding. 
Spector said. “The Governor’s 
and legislature’s decision not to 
change the length of any sen-
tences means that the number 
of offenders incarcerated will 
not abate…”

STATISTICS
However, DOJ statistics re-

port an increase in California’s 
county jail population(s) from 
mid-2011 to mid-2012 by 8,923 
prisoners as a result of legisla-
tion passed to implement the 
state’s realignment program. 
During this same period, na-
tional jail populations “re-
mained relatively stable.”

According to The Crime 
Report, a little over half the 
total national decline in pris-
on population since 2011 oc-
curred because of California’s 
“realignment” plan. However, 
this “decline” is somewhat 
misleading. Rather than lower-
ing overall imprisonment rates, 
California’s realignment plan 
simply transferred prisoners to 
local jails. When the cost of the 
subsidy to counties is calcu-
lated into the equation, neither 
savings nor reduced incarcera-
tion actually occurred.

All of California’s 58 coun-
ties were given additional fund-
ing to deal with the increased 
correctional population and 
responsibility; however, each 
county must develop a plan for 
custody and post-custody that 
best serves the needs of the 
county.

After record low jail popula-
tions between 2010 and 2011, 
the California jail population 
increased in 2012 by an esti-
mated 7,600 prisoners since 
2011, according to the U.S. Of-
fi ce of Justice Statistics.

Nationally the concept of 
justice reinvestment has gar-
nered a fair degree of biparti-
san support, according to Todd 
R. Clear of Rutgers University, 
adding, “Reducing mass incar-
ceration is an idea that appeals 
to the left; reducing the costs of 
government is an idea that ap-
peals to the right.”

Delaware
Delaware has made signifi -

cant improvements in the op-
eration of its criminal justice 
system.

In 2011, Gov. Jack Markell 
established the Delaware Jus-
tice Reinvestment Task Force 
to conduct a comprehensive 
examination of the factors 
contributing to the size of the 
corrections population, both 
pretrial and sentenced indi-
viduals.

VIJ aided Delaware’s task 
force by analyzing, “who was 
coming to prison, why were 
they committed, how much 
time [did] they receive, and 
what sort of program participa-
tion they were involved with.”

The task force found that 
people awaiting trial made up 
a large portion of the jailed 
population. Other factors in-
cluded supervision practices 
that resulted in a large number 
of parolees returning to prison, 
and long sentences with lim-
ited opportunities for prison-
ers to earn reductions—even 
when the prisoners had made 
signifi cant steps toward reha-
bilitation.

VIJ’s website says that, de-
spite California’s prison Re-
alignment Program being less 
than effective, some counties 
such as “San Francisco con-
tinue to fi nd new ways to re-
duce recidivism and lower jail 
populations through successful 
alternatives to incarceration.”

However, VIJ noted that oth-
er California counties continue 
the failed policies of the state 
by overcrowding their jails 
and, in the process, “deprive 
prisoners of their right to be 
free from the cruel and unusual 
conditions the Supreme Court 
recently condemned.”

According to the Bureau of 
Justice Assistance, state prison 
populations fell in nine states 
using the justice reinvestment 
strategy. However, California 

is not part of the justice rein-
vestment program.

The JRI process has encour-
aged states to identify and re-
alize savings through reduced 
corrections and justice system 
spending. Those savings result 
from  a number of reforms, in-
cluding reducing prison operat-
ing costs, averting spending on 
new prison construction, and 
streamlining justice system op-
erations.

North and South Carolina 
have both reported substantial 
savings in adopting the rein-
vestment approach.

The critics say California 
needs to join the trend.

Christopher Nelson, writ-
ing on Realignment in August, 
said, “Without state mandates 
on exactly how to implement 
AB 109, counties are free to 
embrace old world ideologies 
with the AB 109 funding they 
are given (e.g. hiring more law 
enforcement rather than explor-
ing evidence-based programs).”

Two years into the realign-
ment program, many California 
counties “are without signifi -
cant data collected or interagen-
cy cooperation forged to ensure 
the success of such a massive 
undertaking,” said Nelson.

According to Don Spector, 
this indefensible situation “calls 
for the creation of a public safe-
ty commission to devise a sen-
tencing scheme that is based on 
data, risk, proven practices, and 
available resources.”

“It’s not just a matter of the 
right and left hand not talking, 

it’s 10 fi ngers operating inde-
pendently and without knowl-
edge of each other. That is not 
a recipe for success,” said Spec-
tor.

Professor Todd R. Clear, 
Rutgers University said crimi-
nologists seem content to study 
and lament the origins of mass 
incarceration but not to orches-
trate its demise. “My fear—or 
more directly my observation—
is that criminologists have little 
training in such matters and 
have little to offer policy mak-
ers and the public for how to get 
it done. It is like establishing a 
Manhattan-type Project on how 
to reduce imprisonment with no 
scientists to build the decarcera-
tion bomb.”

Mark A.R. Kleiman, Univer-
sity of California, Los Angeles, 
said he proposition of “justice 
reinvestment is attractive on the 
surface.” Kleiman argues that if 
money spent on bringing down 
crime via incarceration “could 
prevent just as much crime, or 
even more crime, if spent some 
other way, then why not do so?”

Kleiman said that if the “bud-
get mechanism” is defective, not 
able to put saving into fi nancial 
support for programs replac-
ing prisons, then what needs to 
be done is to change the budget 
mechanism. This change would 
be “justice reinvestment as a 
policy, rather than merely as a 
slogan,” said Kleiman.

For more information on JRI, 
visit http://ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/
JRI or email justicereinvest-
ment@urban.org.

By Salvador Solorio
Journalism Guild Writer

The newly opened Stockton 
Health Care Facility, built to 
provide medical and psychiat-
ric care for state prison inmates, 
has created a shortage of mental 
health technicians for the coun-
ty’s health department.

The many county employees, 
who joined the ranks of state 
employees, enjoyed increases 
to their salaries from $41,000 
to $50,000 a year to $56,000 to 
$65,000.

So far, the county’s Behavior-
al Health Services facility has 

Stockton Facility’s Higher Pay
Poaches County Health Aides

lost about one-fi fth of its psy-
chiatric technicians to the state’s 
California Health Care Facility, 
according to a report by Record-
net.com. The state facility is 
designed to provide services to 
more than 1,700 sick or mentally 
ill state inmates.

Plans to build the state facil-
ity began when federal judges 
found the health care provided to 
state prisoners was inadequate 
and therefore unconstitutional. 
However, the Greater Stockton 
Chamber of Commerce opposed 
the construction of the Health 
Care Facility and fi led a lawsuit 
to stop the planned construc-
tion. To settle the dispute, state 
offi cials arranged for money to 
improve local infrastructure, in-
centives to hire local residents 
during construction and an ef-
fort to get permanent jobs.

There was also a secured unit 

constructed at San Joaquin Gen-
eral Hospital to handle state in-
mate patients. However, county 
offi cials complained there was 
not enough time for their local 
college to train enough techni-
cians to prevent a shortage of 
workers for the county health 
department.

“It’s going to take a 
while to catch up...
but I think it will.”

Referring to getting enough 
trained technicians to work at 
the county health department, 
Ken Cohen, Director of Health 
Services said, “It’s going to take 
a while to catch up...but I think 
it will.”

Photo courtesy of AP Photo/ Rich Pedroncelli

California Correctional Health Care Facility in Stockton

U.S. prison population dropped last year by 27,770 inmates

htp://ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/JRI.com
htp://ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/JRI.com
http://www.justicereinvestment@urban.org
http://www.justicereinvestment@urban.org
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CDCR Prisoners’ Risk Level

Prisoners Waiting on Prop. 36 a Year Later  
‘The district attorney’s job is to keep me in prison’ victions, and something about 

me ‘possibly’ having a knife 
during my crime,” Loud said.

Kevin A. Callahan was con-
victed of driving without own-
er’s consent. He said his crime 
is commonly known as joyrid-
ing. His sentence, 28 years to 
life.

He said he began his case 
by fi ling a petition to the court 
himself and all the court docu-
ments went directly to him. 
“Once Post Conviction took my 
case, all the stuff went to them 
and the extensions began,” Cal-
lahan said. “The district attor-
ney was looking at everything 
in my fi le, and asking for in-
dividual extensions for every-
thing they found. So far they’ve 
ask for three extensions.”

Callahan said while he was 
at Donavon State Prison some 
people were taken to L.A. coun-
ty jail to wait for a resentencing 
hearing. But the process was 
taking so long that they asked 
their judge to send them back 
to state prison, so the judge 
sent them back.

Willie Stephens, 60, was con-
victed of possession of a fi re-
arm in 1999. He was sentenced 
to 25 years to life. Post Convic-
tion has represented him since 
February. The district attorney 
has asked for and received an 
extension of time for 90 days.

Michael Walker, 60, was con-
victed of possession of cocaine 
in 1996. He was sentenced to 
26 years to life. Walker fi led 
his own petition a week after 
the initiative was passed. Post 
Conviction now represents him. 
The district attorney has asked 
for and received three exten-
sions of time to fi le his case. 
Walker said he has not had the 
opportunity to read the reasons 
for the extensions.

William Marshall, 53, was 
convicted of possession for 
sale of crack cocaine in 1997. 
He was sentenced to 25 years 
to life. He was contacted by the 
public defenders offi ce shortly 
before the law was passed. He 
said they made it appear that it 
would be a simple process, so 
he agreed to accept their repre-
sentation. The judge scheduled 

his case to be heard early this 
year, however, the district at-
torney asked for and received 
several extensions of time to 
prepare his case. Then Mar-
shall was contacted by the 
public defenders offi ce with a 
stipulation that in order to gain 
his release, he had to sign and 
agree to Post-Release Commu-
nity Supervision. 

“The incarceration 
cost to keep the 
2,000 qualifying 
inmates locked 

up is about 
$112 million”

“I was hesitant to sign the 
agreement,” Marshall said, but 
all of the extensions of time 
wore him down. “I could not 
turn down my freedom. Even 
though I believe those condi-
tions are illegal.” He still is 
waiting to be released.

Ivory Joe Ewells was sen-
tenced to 25 years to life for 
grand theft. Post Conviction 
represents Ewells. The dis-
trict attorney has received two 
extensions of time to fi le his 
case.

Mitchell E. Fryer, 42 was 
convicted of transportation of 
marijuana and sentenced to 25 
years to life. Post Conviction 
has represented him since Feb-
ruary.

According to the Legislative 
Analysis Offi ce, the annual 
cost of incarceration for each 
state prisoner is $56,421; this 
translates to $154.58 a day.

In the nine cases of Nor-
ton, Tindall, Loud, Callahan, 
Ewells, Fryer, Stephens, Walk-
er, and Marshall, if they were 
released pursuant to Proposi-
tion 36, to date taxpayers would 
have spent about $500,000 less 
on their incarceration.

Since Proposition 36 was 
passed last November, the incar-
ceration cost to keep the 2,000 
qualifying inmates locked up is 
about $112 million.

factors and specifi c needs.” And 
further said, “When developed 
and used correctly, these risk/
needs assessment tools can help 
criminal justice offi cials appro-
priately classify offenders and 
target interventions to reduce 
recidivism, improve public 
safety, and cut costs.”

PEW STUDY
Unlike the work of UCI, the 

PEW study recognizes “change-
able (dynamic) and unchange-
able (static) risk factors related 
to criminal behavior.” The sev-
en changeable risk factors are 
Antisocial Personality Patterns, 
Pro-criminal Attitudes, Social 
Supports for Crime, Substance 
Abuse, Poor Family/Marital 
Relationships, School/Work 
Failure, and Lack of Prosocial 
Recreational Activities.

Unchangeable or static risks, 
linked to recidivism are factors 
such as the age of an offender at 
his or her fi rst arrest, the num-
ber of prior convictions, and the 
current commitment offense. 

This distinction between 
“dynamic” and “static” risk as-
sessment is important to note 
because:

In 2009, the CDCR adopted 
the California Static Risk As-
sessment (CSRA) as both an in-
strument to determine the reha-
bilitation needs of inmates, and 
as an indicator of those inmates 
who are at risk of returning to 
custody within three years of 
being released.

The CSRA’s assessment 
method consists of “four ma-
jor steps. They are: 1) prior 
felony and misdemeanors; 2) 
the counts of prior convictions 
and age at release, and gender; 
3) calculations from the second 
step used to create subscale 

scores; and 4) measures of pre-
dicting the accuracy of a subse-
quent conviction.”

Researchers at UCI devel-
oped the CSRA tool for CDCR 
based on a model created by the 
Washington State Institute for 
Public Policy (WSIPP). “The 
Washington tool was chosen for 
several reasons...most impor-
tant was the tool that used static 
items only.”  

CDCR’s data did not contain 
“dynamic” factors for every of-
fender. As a result, factors like 
education and drug use could 
not be developed for risk as-
sessment in a timely manner.

UCI STUDY
According to UCI, “CDCR 

felt that Washington state of-
fenders would be similar 
enough to California offenders 
that replication would result in 
a valid tool…The project began 
in October, 2007 and produced 
the CSRA tool by the end of 
January 2008.”

Development of the CSRA 
began with a data sample of 
103,603 California inmates re-
leased from the CDCR during 
the 2002-2003 fi scal year.

The California Code of Regu-
lations, Title 15, Section 3768.1 
refl ects the CSRA. It was fi led 
as an emergency on January 7, 
2010 and says, in part: “The tool 
produces a risk number value 
that will predict the likelihood 
that an offender will incur a fel-
ony arrest within a three-year 
period after release to parole.”

“Risk groups were developed 
based on cut points for each of 
the scales, resulting in fi ve dif-
ferent groups,” UCI said. The 
risk groups numbered from 
low to high are: 1, Low Risk; 
2, Moderate Risk; 3, High Drug 
Risk; 4, High Property Risk; 
and 5, High Violent Risk.

“The three high risk groups 

have the highest overall recidi-
vism rates,” UCI noted. “Whites 
and ‘others’ are more likely 
than Hispanics and blacks to be 
included in the Low Risk cat-
egory.”  However, in the High 
Risk category for drug or vio-
lent crimes, whites and ‘others’ 
were just as likely to re-offend 
as Hispanics and blacks.

The CSRA uses information 
from automated California De-
partment of Justice criminal 
records (“rap sheets”) to calcu-
late risk group assignment. The 
use of an automated tool has the 
advantage of being faster and 
more consistent than manually 
scoring risk assessment.

METRIC TEST
However, according to UCI, 

metric tests used to assess how 
well the CSRA tool predicts re-
cidivism show mixed results. 
Predictions for a felony arrest 
within three years of release 
were better (or more accurate) 
than predictions for actual 
convictions for felonies. This 
makes sense because parolees 
are frequently arrested for pa-
role violations that do not lead 
to criminal convictions, accord-
ing to prison offi cials.

The PEW study has conclud-
ed that, “There is no one-size-
fi ts-all risk assessment tool.  
Risk/needs assessments cannot 
predict an individual’s behavior 
with absolute precision.  Inevi-
tably there will be lower-risk 
offenders who reoffend and 
higher-risk offenders who do 
not reoffend.” 

The UCI study stated, “The 
Center for Evidence-Based Cor-
rections is collaborating with 
CDCR on a number of enhance-
ments of the CSRA,” and prom-
ised, “resulting refi nements of 
the CSRA will be documented 
in additional reports” in the fu-
ture.

larly paroled inmates released 
between 2003 and 2004 com-
mitted new crimes within the 
fi rst 90 days of their release.

“The low recidivism rate of 
inmates released under Propo-
sition 36 confi rms the Depart-
ment of Correction’s static risk 
projections that inmates sen-
tenced to life under the Three 
Strikes law for non-serious, 
non-violent crimes are among 
the safest to release from cus-
tody,” according to the study.

However, 2,000 cases have 
yet to be processed, with more 
than 800 of them originat-
ing from Los Angeles County. 
Counties other than Los Ange-
les have resentenced 40 percent 
of all eligible inmates, accord-
ing to a Daily Journal analysis 
of data from California prison 
offi cials. (Graph: Number of 
Prop 36 Cases Pending and 
Processed)

In 1994, James Norton was 
arrested for possession of a fi re-

arm and sentenced to 25 years 
to life. After being determined 
to be eligible under Proposition 
36, Norton accepted represen-
tation from the Los Angeles 
County Public Defenders.

He said the district attorney 
has asked for and has received 
seven extensions of time to 
bring his case to the court.

“It took them three months to 
convict me with the evidence 
they had,” said Norton. “Now 
that it’s time for me to have my 
day in court, I can’t get a court 
date, and it’s a year later.”

Norton’s case is not unusual 
for qualifying petitioners from 
Los Angeles County.

Kevin Tindall, 53 has been 
imprisoned since 1998. He was 
convicted of receiving stolen 
property and sentenced to 25 
years to life.

He fi led his petition for re-
lief under Proposition 36 last 
February. The district attorney 
handling his case has fi led three 
extensions of time.

Tindall said his lawyer told 
him that she made a strategic 

decision not to oppose the ex-
tensions. In a telephone conver-
sation with his lawyer, Tindall 
learned that the “strategic deci-
sion” was because the lawyer 
said she didn’t want the district 
attorney to oppose his resen-
tencing.

“I believe that the district at-
torney’s job is to keep me in 
prison,” said Tindall. “So, al-
lowing the DA excessive exten-
sions to fi nd evidence that would 
keep me in prison doesn’t make 
sense. It’s my attorney’s job to 
fi ght for my freedom based on 
the reasons Proposition 36 was 
passed.”

In 2000, Derek A. Loud, 48, 
was convicted of grand theft. 
He was sentenced to 25 years to 
life. The public defender took 
his case last December.

After the district attorney 
was granted two extensions of 
time to fi le his case—Loud’s 
attorney opposed the third.

“Now that my lawyer is op-
posing the extension, the DA 
has suddenly opposed my re-
lease, based on my prior con-

nologist at George Mason Uni-
versity. “We now have a golden 
opportunity to develop and 
implement quality interventions 
to both improve health outcomes 
for this population and also re-
duce the rate of criminal activ-
ity.”

Medicaid coverage should 
help reduce the high mortality 
rate for ex-offenders, according 
to Taxman.  “Given the high rate 
of addiction and mental illness 
among ex-prisoners, another vi-
tal law that helps them is the fed-
eral Mental Health and Addic-
tion Equity Act, which requires 
health insurers to provide ben-
efi ts for mental health and sub-
stance treatment that are on par 
with those they offer for medical 

and surgical services.”  
Nation-wide, many of the 

650,000 prisoners released next 
year will also be eligible for 
Medicaid. 

According to The AP, New 
York, Oklahoma, Florida, Illinois 
and California have pre-release 
programs that connect some ex-
offenders with Medicaid. New 
York is trying to fi gure out how 
to connect ex-offenders “with 
full-service medical homes that 
coordinate health care services 
to manage patients’ care.”

Joshua Rich, a professor of 
medicine and community health 
at Brown University, studies the 
health of ex-offenders. In Rich’s 
opinion, “The states that get out 
ahead of this, they’re going to 
have fewer people incarcerated 
and healthier societies.” 

Continued from Page 1

ObamaCare Could Affect 
Thousands of Ex-Convicts

Continued from Page 1
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Editor-in-Chief Arnulfo T. Garcia

ment, rather than prison. But 
more than a decade later, tra-
ditional punishment for drug 
possession still burdens the 
community. Bob Egelko of 
the San Francisco Chronicle 
recently wrote, “Felony con-
victions can have an adverse 
effect in other areas, such as 
housing, and employment.”

“As a nation, 
we are coldly 

efficient in our 
incarceration 

efforts”

Thirteen other states now 
classify drug possession as 
a misdemeanor, but Califor-
nia does not. However, State 
Senator, Mark Leno has intro-
duced legislation that would 
allow prosecutors to charge 
simple possession of drugs as 
a misdemeanor. 

Leno, a San Francisco Dem-
ocrat, said those states that 
already classify drug posses-
sion as a misdemeanor, “have 
experienced lower rates of 
drug use, higher rates of drug 
treatment, and even lower 
rates of violence and property 
crimes.” 

Certain federal legisla-
tion, including the landmark 
Childhood Initiative and the 
National Forum on Youth Vio-
lence Prevention are designed 
to assist government and com-

Arnulfo T. Garcia
Editor-in-Chief

Ours may be the world’s 
greatest legal system, but prob-
lems abound, and the criminal 
law system is a revolving door 
that must be closed. 

That’s not just the viewpoint 
of a San Quentin prisoner.  It’s 
also the assessment of the 
country’s top law enforcement 
officer.

In a recent speech to the 
American Bar Association, 
U.S. Attorney General Eric 
Holder said, “Too many Amer-
icans go to too many prisons, 
for far too long, and for no 
truly good law enforcement 
reason.”

From its early days, our re-
public has been bound togeth-
er by our legal system, and the 
values that define it. Political 
concepts such as equality, op-
portunity, and justice were 
first introduced in the United 
States Constitution. 

While words contained in 
the Constitution sound prom-
ising, the benefits are not 
shared equally. Holder said 
that “drugs, crime and punish-
ment are a vicious cycle that 
traps too many Americans and 
weakens too many communi-
ties.” He goes on to say the 
justice system may actually 
exacerbate these problems, 
rather than alleviate them.

In 2000, voters approved a 
ballot initiative stating that 
most people charged with 
drug possession in California 
would be sentenced to treat-

munity leaders in understand-
ing and addressing youthful 
exposure to violence. The 
school-to-prison pipeline must 
stop. Holder’s attention to the 
problem at the federal level 
is welcomed, but leadership 
is needed to establish a more 
rational dynamic in state law 
as well. 

San Francisco District At-
torney George Gascon takes 
no position on Leno’s bill, but 
Gascon did state, “I think the 
public and the state are ready 
for this.”

The California District At-
torneys Association, which 
last year successfully opposed 
a similar bill to make drug 
possession a misdemeanor, is 
also opposing Leno’s current 
bill. 

In San Francisco, and now 
the City of Davis, most drug 
defendants are assigned to a 
restorative justice court sys-
tem or a treatment program for 
minor offenses. The neighbor-
hood court plan saves money 
and jail space without increas-
ing crime.

Holder says that “Although 
incarceration has a significant 
role to play in our justice sys-
tem – widespread incarcera-
tion at the federal, state, and 
local levels is both ineffective 
and unsustainable. It imposes 
a significant economic burden 
– totaling $80 billion in 2010 
alone – and it comes with hu-
man and moral costs that are 
impossible to calculate.” 

“As a nation, we are coldly 
efficient in our incarceration 
efforts,” said Holder. But, 
while it sounds like the crimi-

nal justice system is doing its 
job well, Holder said that about 
60 percent of the former state 
prisoners are rearrested for 
technical or minor violations 
at great cost to taxpayers. 

The San Quentin News staff 
thinks that if only a small per-

centage of those billions were 
spent on treatment and re-
training of defendants, society 
would reap great benefits. By 
turning people into statistics, 
we risk losing the personal 
story. Understanding ones past 
is the key to real recovery.

Is Our Legal System Broken? 

 To the Editor, San Quentin 
News

Dear Sir.
My name is Marco A. Da-

vidson, an inmate here at San 
Quentin State Prison since 
2002, I am writing to you in 
response to the July 2013 San 
Quentin News front-page ar-
ticle about death row inmate 
David Carpenter.

First and foremost I want 
to say that I was appalled that 
your fine publication would 
even consider such a subject 
as newsworthy or interesting 
to your captive readers or to 
those who read/support the 
SQ News via the internet. To 
showcase the animal that Car-
penter is ref lects a callous and 
insensitive view and in my 
mind questions the integrity 
and journalistic abilities of the 
writer and the editorial board 
of the San Quentin News

How could you publish such 
a story without revealing the 
truth surrounding this mon-
sters victimization of the in-
nocent? And what about the 
victims and survivors, I read 
nothing about those good 
people, why is that? The truth 
could be that petty sensation-

alism of the sick and depraved 
may be interesting to your 
taste, however, to most of so-
ciety the opposite is true. So 
let’s take a quick look at the 
despicable side of the mon-
ster that you failed to let your 
readers know about.

In 1947, at the age of 17 Car-
penter was incarcerated for 
having oral sex with a three 
year old girl.

In 1950, at the age of 20 
Carpenter was charged with 
raping a 17 year old girl.

In  1960, at the age of 30 
Carpenter was shot and ar-
rested by an MP when he was 
caught using a hammer to beat 
a woman who had spurned his 
sexual advances, he served 9 
years in prison.

In 1969 Carpenter sexually 
attacked two women in Santa 
Cruz County, stole a car and 
drove to the Sierra. While 
there he robbed two women in 
Calaveras County, kidnapped 
one of them and was charge 
with rape.

Soon after he was arrested 
in Modesto, convicted of the 
robbery and kidnapping in 
Calaveras County and of a 
rape in Santa Cruz County, he 

went to state prison for seven 
years.

 In 1979 he was placed 
in a halfway house in San 
Francisco three months later 
the first of the trailside mur-
ders occurred. He was even-
tually linked to 10 murders, 9 
women and a man, one of his 
victims; Mr. Steven Haertle 
was shot four times but sur-
vived and was able to identify 
Carpenter.

This is the side of the in-
mate that your readers should 
have knowledge of, the truth 
is self evident, David is among 
the worst of all criminals, and 
he knows that he is a stutter-
ing unattractive fool who had 
to kill because he was so eas-
ily identifiable by those very 
traits that spurned females. 
Should your readers now ex-
pect a front-page story show-
casing the Murderer of the 
Month? Lets hope not, and 
by the way, you should read 
Robert Graysmith’s, “The 
Sleeping Lady” and the David 
Mitchell interview of Carpen-
ter in 1985 from Death Row, 
it may have enlightened you to 
some of the more unattractive 
facts of your subject.

CORRECTIONS:
In Last month’s edition, San Quentin reported a new fi ber op-

tic class is set to begin soon, instead there will be no fi ber  optic 
program. But there will be an Electronic program in the fall.  We 
also misspelled Marlon Beason’s name and misidentifi ed Allyson 
Tabor as Kim Bailey who’s picture is shown below.

Photo by Michael Nelson

Kim Bailey at the 2013 
Avon Breast Cancer Walk

A Prisoner’s Thoughts and Opinion 
About the Story of David Carpenter
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By Boston Woodard
Staff Writer

Independent researchers want 
to understand the roadblocks 
young men of color face that 
may impede their success in 
life. They are looking into the 
underlying causes: disparities 
in education, economic oppor-
tunities, and health and safety 
concerns in various California 
communities. 

A report by the Central 
California Children’s Institute 
(CCCI), distributed by Cali-
fornia State University Fresno, 
presents new research fi ndings 
regarding the “well-being of 
boys and men of color ages 6-25 
years” in Fresno County, CA.

The goal of this effort is to 
create new guidelines and prac-
tices to allow more opportuni-
ties that are evenhanded for 
boys and men of color. 

The Fresno Boys and Men 
of Color (BMOC) Community 
Academic Task Force, devel-
oped a three part report; Part 
1—summarizing data research, 
Part 2—presents recommenda-
tions, Part 3—shows those who 
are disproportionately affected 
in; (a) Community Develop-
ment and Economic Opportu-
nity, (b) Health and Safety, and 
(c) Education.

The Task Force began June 
2010 with the goal of develop-
ing recommendations particu-
larly for Latino and Southeast 
Asian boys and men. From the 
outset, it was the intention of 
the Task Force to weave into 
its work the recent research 

and policy advocacy efforts 
conducted on behalf of African 
American boys and men by the 
Fresno West Coalition for Eco-
nomic Development.

In 2009, the California En-
dowment (TCE) commissioned 
a study by the RAND Corpo-
ration examining the circum-
stances of boys and men of 
color in California. The study, 
Reparable Harm: Assessing and 
Addressing Disparities Forced 
by Boys and Men of Color in 
California (Davis, Kilburn, and 
Schultz) inspired additional re-
search in Oakland, Los Ange-
les, and Fresno. 

The California Endowment 
had selected Fresno County as 
a research site “because it is 
different from urban areas in 
northern and southern Califor-
nia.” 

Representing the heart of 
the Central Valley, Fresno has 
a large number of immigrant 
families working in agriculture 
and its population is divided 
“approximately equally across 
urban and rural communities.”

In Fresno County, study fi nd-
ings pointed to notable outcome 
disparities for boys and men of 

color within each community. 
An overview of the RAND 

research data looked at defi -
ciencies of; household income, 
single-parent households, edu-
cation (less than high school), 
ages 6 to 24 below poverty lev-
el, ages 16 to 24 unemployment 
rate, and ages 25+ unemploy-
ment rate.

Health issues included; asth-
ma, obesity, and lack of health 
insurance, teen births, health 
insurance, fi tness standards, 
risk for depression, sexually 
transmitted diseases, HIV & 
AIDS, and childhood obesity. 
Safety issues were; community 
violence, juvenile arrest and 
custody rates, fi rearm-related 
deaths, and homicide rates. 

The RAND study investi-
gated education opportuni-
ties that covered  preschool 
attendance—nursery school, 
Head Start—English/language 
arts profi ciency, mathematics, 
school suspension rates, high-
school/drop out rate, and 12th 
grade course completion of 
California State University Eli-
gibility.

According to the CCCI’s 
2011 report, The Fresno Boys 
and Men of Color Date Chart 
book, “A Comparative Analysis 
of Disparities Facing Boys and 
Men of Color in Fresno Coun-
ty” contains supportive infor-
mation buttressing the CCCI’s 
mission. 

The Rand Corporation worked 
in collaboration with academic 
and community representatives 
and leaders collecting data.

With this collective data, TCE 
determined that if California 
communities are to be healthy, 
the disparity in outcomes 
among boys and men of color 
must be directly addressed.

Obstacles That 
Men of Color
Face in Life

“Scheindlin’s stunning 195-
page opinion ... should be 
mandatory reading for every 
police commissioner and po-
lice chief in the United States,” 
said Chemerinsky.

In the ruling, Judge Schei-
ndlin issued several orders 
that she believes will improve 
policing in New York City.

EXPERIMENT
Among the new steps, NYPD 

will carry out an experiment 
where officers would wear 
body cameras to record stop-
and-frisk incidents. Schei-
ndlin also mandated a series 
of community meetings and 
designated former Manhat-
tan prosecutor Peter Zimroth 

By Charles David Henry
Staff Writer

On Aug. 12, federal district 
court Judge Shira Scheindlin 
said the U.S. Supreme Court 
should reconsider a 45-year-
old U.S. Supreme Court deci-
sion on stop-and-frisk, citing 
troves of evidence against the 
effectiveness of the policy.

Comments on Scheindlin’s 
ruling on the controversial 
NYPD policy wherein offi-
cers are permitted to detain 
and search anyone they find 
suspicious were the subject 
of a recent article by Dean of 
the University of California, 
Irvine School of Law Erwin 
Chemerinsky.

Federal Judge Questions Stop-and-Frisk Policy
as an independent monitor to 
oversee the process.

Scheindlin’s 195-page opin-
ion detailed “how the New 
York Police Department vio-
lated the constitutional rights 
of minorities by routinely 
stopping black and Hispan-
ics who would not have been 
stopped if they were white,” 
according to Chemerinsky. 

Her statistics show that, 52 
percent of people stopped-
and-frisked in 4.4 million cas-
es from January 2004 to June 
2012 were black. Thirty-one 
percent of those stopped were 
Hispanic and 10 percent were 
white. According to a po-
lice forms database, “at least 
200,000 were made without 

reasonable suspicion,” Schei-
ndlin reported.

In Scheindlin’s opinion, 
“routinely stopping blacks and 
Hispanics is nothing unique.” 
However, statistics showing 
that “weapons were seized 
in 1 percent of the stops of 
blacks; 1.1 percent of the stops 
of Hispanics; and 1.4 percent 
of the stops of whites,” hardly 
justify the ratio of arrests, ac-
cording to Chemerinsky.

STUDY
University of California, 

Berkeley School of Law pro-
fessor Franklin Zimring con-
ducted a study concluding 
that reductions in “crime in 
(New York) was not linked 

to the stop-and-frisk policy, 
but rather ref lected a national 
reduction in crime and other 
law enforcement efforts of the 
NYPD.”

Chemerinsky draws paral-
lels between his own 2000 
examination of a Los Angeles 
Police Department race-based 
scandal involving incidents 
of police planting drugs on 
innocent people to gain con-
victions, saying the LAPD 
misconduct bares remarkable 
similarity to those Scheindlin 
points out among the NYPD. 

“No one should live in fear 
of being stopped whenever he 
leaves his home to go about 
the activities of daily life,” 
Scheindlin said.

Micheal Cooke
Journalism Guild Writer

A law prohibiting employers 
from asking job applicants to 
disclose their criminal back-
ground during any point in the 
hiring process was passed, 6-1, 
by the Richmond City Coun-
cil recently. It is among the 
nation’s most comprehensive 
“ban-the-box” laws, according 
to an article in the Huffi ngton 
Post. The “box” in question 
is the place on applications 
where applicants often must 
check that they have a criminal 
background.

Several dozen municipalities 
across the country, including 
Oakland, have enacted simi-
lar legislation. Richmond’s 
ordinance exempts job seek-
ers from disclosing a crimi-
nal background either during 
interviews or after they are 
hired.

“We’re going to 
have a lot of folks 
coming back from 

incarceration 
and looking for 
work here soon”

Councilwoman Jovanka 
Beckles, who introduced 
the legislation, told the Post, 
“We’ve really taken it up a 
notch. By introducing one of 
the most comprehensive plans 
in the country, our hope is to 
reduce unemployment and re-
cidivism in Richmond and give 
these people who want to, a 
chance to make a change.”

Beckles noted the timeliness 
of the ordinance, especially as 
California braces for the im-
pact of Assembly Bill 109, a 
bill aimed at reducing prison 
overcrowding by redirecting 
low-level offenders back to 
their counties of commitment.

“We’re going to have a lot of 
folks coming back from incar-

ceration and looking for work 
here soon,” she said.

The ordinance makes an ex-
ception for “sensitive” jobs, in-
cluding employment working 
with children and the elderly or 
positions in law enforcement.

Advocates of ban-the-box 
laws say it helps give people 
with criminal backgrounds a 
chance to rejoin the workforce 
and make a positive impact on 
society.

“Once we pay our debt, I 
think the playing fi eld should 
be fair,” former inmate Andres 
Abarra, who served 16 months 
for selling heroin, told The 
Wall Street Journal. Abarra 
was fi red from his fi rst job out 
of prison after a background 
check.

The practice is not uncom-
mon, according to Linda Ev-
ans, an organizer with Legal 
Services for Prisoners with 
Children. “We believe, and 
we know from speaking with 
employers, that many times if 
someone checks the box ‘yes, 
I have a past conviction,’ that 
application is thrown in the 
garbage,” Evans said in a You 
Tube video.

“We try to point out to the 
employers that there are many 
highly qualifi ed people who 
have had some kind of interac-
tion with the law who would be 
an asset to their employment 
pool.”

Councilman Tom Butt, the 
lone dissenter on the council 
vote, told the Richmond Pulse 
that he agrees with the senti-
ment of ban-the-box, but that 
the Richmond ordinance goes 
too far. “This Richmond or-
dinance pushes it way beyond 
what was done before, and 
employers should have discre-
tion.” 

Detractors lament the ban-
the-box laws, saying it puts 
employers in a possibly dan-
gerous position. “We have the 
responsibility to protect our 
customers, protect other em-
ployees and then the company 
itself,” said Kelly Knott, of the 
National Retail Federation. 

Richmond City Passes New 
‘Ban-the-Box’ Law, 6 to 1

Locally-owned firms more likely
to hire and keep ex-inmates
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Scranton, Pa1.  —More than 90 
lawsuits about food poisoning 
incidents in a high-security fed-
eral prison near Scranton were 
settled, according to the Blog of 
Legal Times. Claimants received 
an average of $1,750. The poi-
soning happened in 2011. Prison 
offi cials initially told reporters 
that there was “no truth in the 
rumors” of food poisoning, how-
ever, “later medical tests proved 
the presence of salmonella,” ac-
cording to the Times.

Tehachapi2.  —California Cor-
rectional Institute in Tehachapi 
is just one of fi ve prisons in Cali-
fornia to build an on-site power 
plant, reports the Tehachapi 
News. The solar power plant was 
built at no cost to taxpayers. It is 
expected to save the state around 
$4.2 million in energy cost over 
20 years.

Sacramento3.  —Five Califor-
nia prisons were certifi ed by the 
American Correctional Associa-
tion (ACA) during its143rd Con-
gress of Correction in National 
Harbor, Maryland, according to 
a press release by prison offi -
cials. CTF Soledad, High Desert 
in Susanville, Mule Creek, North 
Kern in Delano, and Pelican Bay 
received near-perfect scores by 
the ACA. Their certifi cations 
demonstrate that these institu-
tions are providing quality health 
care and inmate programs and 
are employing the proper use of 
segregation.

Baltimore, Maryland4.  —The 
state’s attorney general has pro-
posed to help offenders gain “ed-
ucational credentials and social 
support before they leave prison” 
by providing inmates with an An-
droid tablet that “could connect 
with e-books, the state’s library 
system, law resources and online 
learning programs,” according to 
a report by The Baltimore Sun.

Switzerland—According to 5.  
a new study, 50 to 80 percent of 

prison inmates in the country use 
marijuana. Prison staff believes 
smoking marijuana “has had a 
positive, rather than negative 
effect,” according to Medical 
Daily, an online news source. 
The study, published in the Inter-
national Journal of Drug Policy 
noted marijuana use was “anal-
gesic, calming,” and it relieves 
stress, facilitates sleep, prevents 
violence, and acts as a social 
pacifi er, the Journal noted.

Boise, Idaho6.  —Tim Wen-
gler, former ward of a private 
prison testifi ed in federal court 
that “he never noticed that some 
mandatory security posts went 
un-staffed or that some staffi ng 
reports were falsifi ed to cover 
up the missing staff hours,” ac-
cording to a report by The Asso-
ciated Press. The testimony was 
part of a contempt-of-court hear-

ing about whether Corrections 
Corporation of America is meet-
ing the terms of a settlement it 
reached with Idaho prisoners two 
years ago, the AP report states.

Arkansas7.  —According to 
prison offi cials there are not 
enough beds for all the state’s in-
mates, reports the National Jour-
nal. The state need 14,753 beds, 
but offi cials say they are around 
280 beds short, with county jails 
holding 1,400 offenders waiting 
to go to state prison. The state’s 
prison directors said it would 
cost $8 million to get 300 beds 
ready for use.

Oklahoma8.  —State prison of-
fi cials said they would move 310 
inmates from one of its state ran 
prisons to a facility run by the 
private company, Corrections 
Corporation of America, reports 
Oklahoma Watch. Since, July 

2008, the number of inmates 
incarcerated in private prisons 
within the state has grown from 
4,264 to 5,625 in July 2013.

Chicago9.  —A new study found 
that more than 700 Chicago 
youngsters who participated in 
a summer program combining 
part-time employment with cog-
nitive behavioral therapy subse-
quently experienced a 51 percent 
drop in arrests for violent crime. 
Youth between 14 and 21 were 
selected to participate in One 
Summer Plus (OSP) in 2012. 
OSP provides youth from neigh-
borhoods with elevated rates of 
violent crime with employment 
opportunities, mentoring and 
therapy.

Carson City, Nevada10.  —In a 
2-1 decision the state’s Supreme 
Court ruled rap lyrics written by 
a man convicted of killing a Reno 

drug dealer could be admitted as 
evidence in the murder trial. The 
court said the lyrics described 
details of the shooting death of 
Kevin “Mo” Nelson, who was 
killed outside a recording studio 
in 2003, according to The Asso-
ciated Press.

Washington, D.C.11.  —More 
than 7,300 federal prisoners 
have had their sentences reduced 
under the Fair Sentencing Act, 
passed by Congress in 2010, ac-
cording to The New York Times. 
Act was intended to reduce the 
disparity between federal court 
sentences for offenders of crack 
versus powder cocaine posses-
sion, the Times reported. “The 
average reduction is 29 months, 
meaning that over all, offenders 
are serving roughly 16,000 years 
fewer than they otherwise would 
have.”

Ohio12.  —Prison offi cials now 
allow inmates to buy and use 
mini-tablet computers while in-
carcerated, according to a report 
in USA Today. “We have antici-
pation and hope to make it a good 
educational tool,” said Ricky 
Seyfang, representative for the 
Ohio Department of Rehabilita-
tion and Correction. Ohio is the 
latest of seven states to authorize 
computers for inmates use. The 
other states are Florida, Louisi-
ana, North Dakota, Michigan, 
Virginia, and Washington. Op-
ponents are concerned the tablets 
will be used for illegal activities 
or brandished as weapons.

Sacramento13.  —Gov. Jerry 
Brown has ordered prison offi -
cials to develop regulations that 
would switch the state’s execu-
tion method from using a three-
drug combination to a single 
drug, according to a report by 
the Bay Area News Service. The 
change would delay executions 
in California for at least a year 
and possibly several years, the 
report states.

By Angelo Falcone
Journalism Guild Writer

Many things are observed 
during the month of October: 
National Domestic Violence 
Awareness, National Breast 
Cancer Awareness, National 
Diversity Awareness, National 
Popcorn Month, Dia de la Raza 
on the 12th, Columbus Day on 
the second Monday, and Boss’s 
Day on the 16th.

However, one of the most 
popular is on the 31st, Hallow-
een. People love to dress up in 
Halloween costumes to have 
fun. Children traditionally 
dress up and go out into their 
neighborhoods and “trick or 
treat” to collect candy. Adults 
join in the fun by dressing up 
in various costumes, often 
their favorite super heroes.

Asked on the Line conduct-
ed brief, informal interviews 
with 19 men on the mainline 
and asked: “First, if you were 
granted a wish to be a superhe-
ro—any superhero—for only 

one day, who would you be? As 
that superhero, what would you 
do to help others?

Second—aside from being 
a superhero for a day—if you 
were granted a wish to have 
any supernatural power for the 
rest of your life, what would it 
be?”

Men on the mainline seem to 
like the Man of Steel!

Steven Pacascio, Dean Fel-
ton, Rico Rogers, Shawn Perry, 
David Monroe, and Tim Long 
would all wish to be Superman 
for a day. Pacasico would help 
the hungry; Felton would help 
the homeless; Rogers would 
fi ght disease; Perry would 
fi ght against violence; Monroe 
would help at-risk youth; Long 
would fi ght pollution.

“I would fi nd a way to use my 
superpowers to get rid of dis-
ease,” said Rogers. Long said, 
“As Superman, I would use my 
Super-breath to blow away pol-
lution.”

Erick Johnston and Fernando 
Lopez would be Iron Man and 

Jesus Flores and Tim Thomp-
son would be Spiderman. “I 
would stop all wars and remove 
abusive dictators from power,” 
said Flores. Thompson said 
that as Spiderman, he would 
help poor people. 

Lonnie Morris would be the 
Hulk and use his strength to 
protect oppressed people. Craig 
Hall would be Batman and help 
change the educational system 
for kids. Bill Stevens would 
be Flash Gordon and clean up 
America, starting with Hous-
ton; Ruben Ramirez would be 
Aquaman and get rid of all the 
pollution in the world’s water-
ways.

Adrian Ramirez would be 
The Flash. Cody Brown would 
be Thor. Both would use their 
superpowers to help the hun-
gry.

Bill Terry would be the Lone 
Ranger. As the Lone Ranger, 
Terry said, “I would fi nd myself 
an outlaw.”

Wayne Villafranco would be 
the Invisible Man. “People can’t 

judge what they can’t see,” said 
Villafranco.

But, Tommy Winfrey said 
that he would be the greatest 
hero he knows, his mom.

As far as having a super-
natural power for life; Monroe 
and Thompson would wish for 
the ability to fl y. Winfrey and 
Flores would wish for the power 
to read people’s minds. Brown, 
Villafranco, and Perry would 
have the power to be invis-
ible. Rogers, Lopez, and Felton 
would have the power to see into 
the future. Hall Stevens would 
wish for the power to persuade 

people. Ruben Ramirez would 
want to have supernatural wis-
dom. Long would wish for the 
ability to create any organic 
substance with a thought and 
thus create an endless supply 
of food to feed the world.

Terry would be happy to be 
the fastest gun in the West. 
Johnston would wish for eter-
nal life. Morris would wish 
for telepathic communication. 
Adrian Ramirez would wish 
for the ability to walk through 
walls. Pascascio would wish 
for the ability to stop all vio-
lence.

What Would a San Quentin Superhero Do?

Prison’s Valley Fever Problem
By San Quentin News Staff

California prison offi cials re-
port that they have moved most 
inmates susceptible to Valley 
Fever from two Central Valley 
prisons in areas particularly 
prone to the potentially fatal 
fungal infection.

Doctors say Avenal and 
Pleasant Valley have an unusu-
ally high rate of Valley Fever. 
A 2011 report shows 535 of the 
640 reported cases within Cali-
fornia prisons occurred at these 
two institutions.

“The California Department 
of Corrections and Rehabilita-

tion said it met the judge’s goal 
a day after federal government 
scientists announced they were 
launching a major medical ex-
periment in search of a treat-
ment for Valley Fever, which is 
prevalent in California and Ari-
zona,” reports The Associated 
Press.

Prison offi cials said 750 in-
mates at risk to the illness are 
still at the prisons. Several de-
clined transfers, reports the AP. 
Prison offi cials are working to 
transfer additional inmates who 
just recently qualifi ed for trans-
fer, said corrections spokesper-
son Jeffery Allison.
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Artist Amy Ho Brings Creativity to San Quentin 

opportunity and to the places 
her art takes her.

“Art has the power to tran-
scend who we are as people. 
Art is the universal language 
that everyone has the ability 
to understand,” she says.

Berkeley, where she will be 
working in front of the public.

She says this is a unique ex-
perience for her, because she 
has never before worked in 
front of an audience. She said 
she looks forward to this new 

all different individuals, but 
in some ways, we are so much 
the same. This lesson keeps her 
coming back to San Quentin on 
a weekly basis.

“I see people approach their 
art in their own personal way, 
and this has helped me have a 
new outlook on my own art,” 
she says, adding she cannot 
help but be infl uenced by the 
art and the artist she meets at 
San Quentin.

She said art is amazing and 
can have such a huge impact on 
people’s lives. It has the ability 
to take us out of the moment 
we are living in and transport 
us to some space out of time, 
where we can let go of our 
problems and be focused just 
on art alone.

Ho is helping some of the 
men in blue create mandalas, 
which is the Tibetan practice 
of creating pictures with words 
written in design, a form of 
meditation. The man-
dalas are contemporary 
in nature because they 
are saved after they are 
completed instead of the 
traditional practice of de-
stroying them, she said.

In March, Ho missed 
a few classes because 
she had to go to New 
York City, where she 
was showing some of her 
work in the Scope Art 
Fair. The Chandra Cerri-
to Contemporary Gallery 
in Oakland represents her 
and is responsible for her 
work being in the fair.

In January, Ho will 
start an art fellowship at 
the Kala Art Institute in 

Healing Through Performance Art

The Insight Prison Project 
(IPP) known for its restorative 
justice groups such as the 
Victims Offenders Education 
Group is not normally associ-
ated with the art community 
at San Quentin. However, IPP 
has recently introduced a new 
group, The Artistic Ensemble.

The Artistic Ensemble cen-
ters on performance art and 
writing. Tristan Jones, 30, has 
been a member since its incep-
tion in July of this year.

Incarcerated since 2004, 
Jones arrived at San Quentin 
in late 2011. Soon thereafter, 
he discovered a hidden tal-
ent for acting and joined the 
Shakespeare group.

“Acting allows me to let 
loose, be completely free of 
judgment, and be in the mo-
ment,” Jones said, adding that 
he needed this outlet to help 
him on his journey to healing 
himself. 

“Method acting,” Jones said, 
“has helped me to recognize 
and feel emotion by stepping 
into someone else’s shoes... I 
experience an emotional re-
lease on stage because I’m 
going through this intense 
experience where adrenaline 
is f lowing and everything is 
heightened.”

The group often incorpo-
rates current news events into 
their work.  A recent example 
of this was the Trayvon Mar-
tin case.  

“We used the Martin case 
to inspire our poetry, mu-
sic, prose, and stories,” Jones 
said. 

The content promotes heal-
ing by creating a dialogue 
about stories that affect ev-
eryone, he explained. “Some-
times we take someone else’s 
work and ref lect upon the top-
ic and how we’ve experienced 
the world in this context.” 

Through these methods, 
Jones noticed he has really 
started to reconnect with his 
childhood.

Inspired by his acting oppor-
tunities at San Quentin, Jones 
hopes to pursue a drama ca-
reer upon his release. He plans 
to enter an acting program at 
San Francisco State University 
through Project Rebound. 

For now, Jones is thankful 
for the program and looks for-
ward to the continued develop-
ment of the class. 

“It is a place where art is 
created by simply allowing a 
space for us to express our-
selves,” he said.

– Tommy Winfrey

Jones gets to express his 
creative side with The Artistic 
Ensemble on Tuesday nights 
from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
The group practices acting, 
dance, music, vocal warm-
ups, writing, and poetry.

“Anywhere else in the world 
I would feel insane doing some 
of the things I do, but in that 
room there is no judgment or 
restraints that I feel in every-
day life,” said Jones.

By Tommy Winfrey
Arts Editor

For the past year, the 
Thursday Prison Art Project 
class has had the opportunity 
to learn from artist, Amy M. 
Ho.

Ho, 30, comes from Chi-
cago and studied art in the 
Bay Area. She earned her un-

dergraduate degree from the 
University of California at 
Berkeley in Art Practice and 
a Masters of Fine Arts degree 

from Mills College.
She now works on large-

scale video instillation proj-
ects. Through her work, she 
hopes to create an experience 
for the viewer. “You don’t 
have to be an art critic to get 
my work,” she says. “We all 

understand space, and my 
work showcases how your 
mind and body understand the 

world.”
Ho has helped the men in 

the art class work on dioramas, 
which are scaled down models 

of the spaces 
people occu-
py everyday. 
She says her 
time at San 
Quentin has 
helped her 
learn more 
about people 
and to shed 
any precon-
ceptions she 
may have 
held be-
fore work-
ing with the 
men inside 
the walls. 
“People have 
huge poten-
tial, and we 
should not 
give up on 
them,” Ho 
says.

She says 
she believes 
after work-
ing with the 
men in San 
Q u e n t i n 
that we are 

Photo courtesy of Amy M. Ho                                                                       

Void (red)

Photo courtesy of Amy M. Ho

Sky in Red and Blue

Photo courtesy of Amy M. Ho

Round II

Photo courtesy of Amy M. Ho

Room with Yellow and Diagonal Blue

Photo courtesy of Amy M. Ho

Triangle IV (Earlville)

Insight Prison Project Introduces New Activity Group

Photo by Sam Hearnes

Tristan Jones after the 
Shakespeare play
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San Quentin Avon Breast Cancer WalkSan Quentin Avon Breast Cancer Walk
By Juan Haines

Managing Editor
Amid the sounds of tennis 

balls hitting the hard court, bas-
ketball players yelling for the 
ball, and geese squawking as 
they fed on bread crumbs and 
grass, inmates at San Quentin 
began the fi rst of two days of an 
annual walk-a-thon to help fi nd 
a cure for breast cancer.

The sunny Saturday morn-
ing began with Robin Guillen’s 

wood fl ute blowing a soothing 
melody to cheer up the dozens of 
community members, and pris-
on staff who participated in the 
Avon sponsored walk-a-thon.

“I want you to focus on those 
life forces in your life,” said 
Guillen to the hundreds of walk-
ers and spectators on the pris-
on’s Lower Yard. “This is for the 
mothers, daughters, aunts, and 
nieces,” he added.

Steven Emrick, Community 
Partnership Manager, and As-
sociate Wardens  Kelly Mitchell, 
and (A) Chief Deputy Warden-
John Curzon coordinated with 
inmates Stephen Pascascio and 
Sam Johnson to bring the walk-
a-thon to San Quentin. Emrick 
said he cleared about 40-50 
community members to join in 
on the walk.

“I would like to thank inmates 

for supporting such a worthy 
cause,” said Curzon.

“I get enjoyment out of events 
like this. We get a sense of 
community and giving back,” 
said inmate volunteer Orlando 
“Duck” Harris. “We all have 
mothers, daughters, and sisters. 
We have an obligation to sup-
port the women of our commu-
nity. The only way to beat this 
is to unite.”

The walk-a-thon was Dr. 
E l a i n e 
Tootell’s 
s e c o n d . 
“I’ll get 
my 39 
miles in 
from all 
the walk-
ing up 
and down 
the hill 
doing the 
l o g i s t i -
cal things 
to sup-
port the 
walkers,” 
said the 

prison’s Chief Medical Offi cer 
while smiling and trudging up 

the hill.
Local reporters Nancy Mul-

lane from radio station KALW 
and Patrick Sedillo from tele-

vision station KPIX circulated 
through the crowd, interviewing 
prisoners and staff members to 
bring the event to the public.

Sedillo said it was the fi rst 
time in fi ve years he’s been in 
San Quentin. “I performed on the 
Lower Yard with a KPIX band, 

called “Eyewitness Blues.”
Inmates Douglas “Jimmy” 

Manns, Eric Womack, Eric 

Boles, and Ke’lam manned a reg-
istration table that gave each in-
mate a brace-
let and an 
“I Walked” 
memento for 
donating to 
the cause.

“I passed 
out dozens 
of Avon T-
shirts to the 
community 
and staff 
volunteers,” 
said sup-
porter Jill 
F r e e m a n . 
She added, 
“I ran out, 
and have to 
go get more 
right now.” 
San Quentin 
staff mem-
bers, from 
the warden’s 
offi ce to the Chief Medical Of-
fi cer to the Community Partner-
ship Manager, gave support to 

the walkathon, said Freeman.
E. Yazzie offered his hair to 

Locks of Love, which makes 
wigs for cancer victims. This 
was the fi rst time he could re-
member cutting his hair, since 
his grandfather “crossed over.” 

“I’m doing this for my aunt 
who has cancer,” Yazzie said. 
“This is a worthy cause.” 

Women’s Cancer Resource 
Center received $1.5 million in 
support from Avon, said rep-
resentative Peggy McGuire. 
The Oakland based non-profi t 
provides emotional and practi-
cal services to more than 5,000 
women with cancer annually, 
McGuire said.

McGuire said it was her sec-
ond year participating in the San 
Quentin walk. McGuire said 
on the second day of the walk, 
she’ll be outside. “Our table will 
be located closest to the fi nish 
line,” she said. The organization 
can be found at: wcrc.org

Program director, Carolyn 
Gauther and Producer Lisa Star-
bird of Bread and Roses pro-
vided walking music from three 
bands:

Photo by Micael Nelson

Acting Deputy Chief Warden John Curzon with the rest of the
Avon Breast Cancer volunteers

Photo by Michael Nelson

Mike Ingram cutting E. Yazzie’s hair
as Robin Guillen watches from behind

Photo by Michael Nelson

Kurt Huget, guitar/vocals; Stephanie Keys, vocals;
Craig Bartok, guitar; Tony Saunders, Bass;

and Dave Getz, Drums
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Carlos Ramirez, Jose Velazquez, Erik Lino, Chuong Pham, Luis Orosco, 
Fortunato Ramon Pineda, Jorge Zatarin, Tare Beltranchuc, Fortunato Martinez, Edgar 

Salazar, Eleazzar Romero, Hieu Nguyen, Eusebio Gonsalez, Jesus Lopez 
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Jeffery Crum, Daniel Schrader, Johnnie Brice 
and Az Ford showing their support

Photo by Michael Nelson

John Vaden, Paula Bates and 
Charles  enjoying the day
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Upu Ama, Kathy Bailey, Debbie Bailey 
and Peter Bailey walking for a cure

 “The fellas in the San Quentin 
music program really appreciate 
the outside entertainment,” said 
Paul Comauex, an inmate in the 
music program. “I say that from 
deep within my heart.”

Photo by Michael Nelson

Syria Berry on guitar with William Greene on percussions
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Robin Guillen playing the fl ute

Booths were set up on the 
Lower Yard featuring San Quen-
tin Thespians, H.E.R.O.E.S., 
Arts in Corrections, San Quen-
tin Prison Report, Alliance for 
Change, and Kid C.A.T.

The San Quentin Prison Re-

port inmate reporters host a ra-
dio show on KALW 91.7 F.M. 
On Mondays at 5 pm, “Cross 
Currents” with Holly Kernan 
will air shows covering Post 
Traumatic Stress Disorder in 

prisoners, inmate care givers 
who assist disabled inmates, and 
an ex-gang member who talks 
about his transformation. The 
reporters said they have many 
other story ideas which address 
public safety that the community 

Photo by Michael Nelson

Le’Mar Maverick Harrison and
Antwan “Banks” Williams
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Kelly Mitchell, Chris Bailey, Al Lee, Tammy Foss, Peter Bailey, Kim Bailey, Kathy Bailey, Mike Ingram, Ron Self, 
Ghaza Mahdavian, Troy Williams, Triston Jones, Karen Tynes, Billy Allen, Carlos Meza, Stephen Pascascio, M. 
Foss, Dr. Elaine Tootell, Jill Friedman, John Curzon, (bottom) Sam Johnson, PsyD. Monique LeSarre, Ke Lam, 

Khalifah Christensen, E. Yazzie, Alex Goldsmith, Amelia Kriss, Clinton Martin, Alex Ruiz and two welcomed guest

would be interested in hearing.
Around 300 inmates donated 

more than $1,700 to the cause, 
said Dr. Tootell. She said about 
$5,000 was donated from outside 
sources, and she was optimistic 
that the goal of $12,000 would 
be met.  San Quentin Cares will 
continue taking donations up 
until the end of October.

Sometimes the daily routine 
of prison life gets interrupted 
by the occasional institutional 
alarm. On the second day of 
San Quentin’s walk-a-thon an 
alarm sounded shortly after the 
walk began. While the inmates 
quietly sat in place the air was 
fi lled with the soothing sounds 
of Marco Davidson playing his 
guitar.  

T h e 
w a l k e r s 
were en-
ter tained 
by sever-
al inmate 
m u s i -
cians:

R a p -
p e r : 
S t e v e n 
“St iggs” 
H a l l , 
s t a g e 
n a m e , 
A b a -
kust 006. 
He per-
formed his original songs, Eye 
of the Storm and Aces and 
Eights. Abakust 006 said, he 
wrote Aces and Eights on May 
14, 2012 because he was ar-
rested on that day. He said he 
was only out of prison 38 days 
when he caught this case. “If 
it weren’t for Arts in Correc-
tions, I would have gotten into 
trouble,” he said. “Arts in Cor-
rections helps me avoid getting 
into the prison life.”

Abakust 006 said performing 
on this day was important for 
him because his grandfather 
died of cancer. “I have a tat-

too on next 
to my eye. A 
lot of people 
m i s u n d e r -
stand what 
it means to 
me,” he said. 
“The tattoo 
r e p r e s e n t s 
the fact that 
I was the 
only person 
in our family 
that wasn’t 
at my grand-
father’s fu-
neral.”

The rap 
g r o u p , 
M.A.G.I .C. 
(Music And 
G u i d a n c e 
I n d u c e s 
C h a n g e ) , 
A n t w a n 
“ B a n k s ” 

Williams, Le’Mar Maverick 
Harrison, and David “Jaz” 

Jassy, performed their original 
songs, Save a Life, and Keep 
on Walking. Banks. Maverick 

said they donate two songs 
each year to the events they 
perform at. 

The blues band, Wall City 
Band with Boston Woodard, 

bass; Joe Shelton, guitar/vo-
cals; David Walker, guitar; and 
Lanny Poindexter, vocals/harp 
performed classic rock.

The event was closed by Neu 
Dae performing original songs 
from D. Buckhanna vocals, and 
vocals, R. James vocals, and R. 
Rogers Keyboard and vocals.

Huget has been teaching a 
guitar class in San Quentin for 
the past several years.

The next band was Syria 
Berry on guitar with William 
Greene backing him up on per-
cussions. Berry said the duo 
performs mostly in churches in 
the Richmond area. They have 
been playing music together 
for about 10 years.

Finally, The James Moseley 
Band performed ‘70s-‘80s style 
music. Moseley played guitar, 

Doug Morton, keyboard, Jack 
Pendergast on Bass, and Matt 
Camgros, on drums. Moseley 
has been associated with Bread 
and Roses for about 15 years.

Photo by Michael Nelson

Douglas “Jimmy” Manns, Nghiep Ke Lam, 
Eric Boles and Eric Womack

http://www.wcrc.org
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words before leading everyone 
in a prayer. He did the same at 
halftime: 

“Thank you guys…the same 
way we im-
pact your 
lives, you 
impact ours,” 
said Jack-
son, who is 
also a pas-
tor at True-
love Worship 
Center Inter-
national in 
Reseda.

“ F l o y d 
Mayweather 
said, after 
winning his 
fi ght, ‘my 
daddy put 
an incredible 
game plan to-
gether and I 
just followed 
it.’ Your fa-
ther has a plan for you too, em-
brace him and he can turn your 
life around,” added Jackson.

“This event is good for the 
men, good for the institution and 
good for the Warriors organiza-
tion to want to come and reach 
out to the men,” said SQ Warden 

Kevin Chappell.
“It is an extraordinary day 

when you can have such enjoy-
ment at San Quentin, and it is 
good to be here,” added Lt. Sam 
Robinson.

“This game is a great oppor-
tunity for everyone. The visiting 
team gets to meet the guys at San 
Quentin,” said Don Smith. Bill 
Epling, Draa, Myers and Smith’s 

Christian Sports Ministries were 
instrumental in getting the War-
riors Organization to come into 
San Quentin to play basketball.

“This was big. I may never 
have this kind of experience 
again.  Even guys on the street 

don’t get this opportunity.  For 
them to take their time out is a 
blessing. A cat in prison can’t 
have a better day,” said SQ War-
rior Michael Franklin. Frank-
lin scored 30 points against the 
NBA and college level talent.

“This experience was great. I 
always aspired 
to play in the 
NBA. Now I got 
to play against 
the Hall of Fam-
er and actually 
got fouled by 
him,” said SQ 
Warriors’ for-
ward, Greg Es-
kridge. 6’3” Es-
kridge blocked 
Scalabrine on 
c o n s e c u t i v e 
plays.

The game 
was very com-
petitive. Golden 
State had a huge 
size advantage 
with the 7 foot 
Scalabrine and 

6’7” Bob Myers, while the tall-
est SQ Warriors was about 6’4”.

“They have the size, but we 
have the speed, and we want it 
more,” said SQ Warriors Coach 
Daniel Wright.

On the second play of the 
game, A. McIntosh slammed a 
rebound dunk off the backboard. 
“That woke me up. I knew we 
had a game to play at that mo-

ment,” said Scalabrine. In the 
second quarter, McIntosh tried 
to dunk again on Scalabrine, but 
it was blocked. Scalabrine made 
his size difference evident. But, 
McIntosh managed to score 23 
points, which impressed Sca-

labrine. “I’m 
used to banging 
against big bod-
ies, but those 
guys are fast and 
have great re-
fl exes.  They’re 
good,” said Sca-
labrine.

“I’m disap-
pointed in that 
23, I think I 
should have had 
43,” said McIn-
tosh. Wright 
called McIntosh 
his best player.

Toward the 
end of the fi rst 
half, Jackson hit 
a three pointer 
with 10 seconds 
left. SQ Warrior 

Franklin responded by hitting a 
three at the buzzer, leaving the 
score, 68-67 SQ.

Golden State was up one at the 
end of the third, after Oris “Pep” 
W i l l i a m s ’ 
long two point 
shot with 3 
seconds left 
on the clock. 
Williams nor-
mally plays 
for the SQ 
Kings, but 
he and Larry 
“TY” Jones 
suited up as 
SQ Warriors 
for this game.

The SQ 
Warriors are 
“playing well. 
Fo r m id a b le 
foe,” added 
Degregorio.

“If I had 
to pick one 
player for the 
NBA, it would 
be Maurice 
Hanks,” said 
Speight

“Keep playing! It ain’t over 
till all zeros are on the clock,” 
Hanks rallied the team toward 
the end of the fourth, down 10 
with 3:20 left in the game. He 
scored 24 points.

The SQ Warriors broke down 
in the fourth. GS Warrior repre-
sentative Demarko kept fi nding 
himself open for easy baskets, 
scoring 32. “When they ain’t 
looking, I cut to the hole,” he 
said. 

Scalabrine had several dunks, 
including an alley-oop pass from 
Jackson. He scored 25 with 16 
rebounds.

Taylor’s play-by-play calling 
using a wireless PA system en-
hanced everyone’s fun. He had 
the crowd in stitches.

“I’ve never heard [play-by-
play] quite that entertaining. It 
enhanced the game. I stopped 
taking pictures to hear what he 
was saying,” said SQ photogra-
pher, Sam Hearnes.

After blocking a shot, Jack-
son waved his index fi nger a 
‘No, No,’ Mutumbo fashion. 

Continued from Page 1

“Mark Jackson had zero blocks 
his whole NBA career, and he 
comes in here with a 1/16 of an 
inch vertical and blocks two,” 
joked Taylor over the PA sys-
tem.

“Somebody come off the 
bench for Joe-Time, ‘cause he’s 
not working out,” joked Taylor 
after Boyland failed to score 
in the fi rst half. The 5’9” Boy-
land responded by hitting a 3 
and mugging the crowd while 
throwing up three fi ngers on 
his way down court. He went 
on to score 13 points and left 
the game to a cheering crowd 
initiated by Taylor’s comment, 
“Give Joe-Time a round of ap-
plause. He played well.” 

“I had fun. Joe Time/Show 

Time changed the game in the 
third quarter,” said Scalabrine. 

“What you think I came here 
to do?” clowned Boyland. “A 
lot of guys said I hadn’t made a 
bucket yet. I had to show them I 
can make a shot,” he added.

Taylor nicknamed the play-
ers names like, Anthony “Half-

Photo by Sam Hearnes

Warrior’s coach Mark Jackson throwing a no look pass 
over Rafael Cuevas’ head to Brian Scalabrine
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Coach Jackson leading a prayer at half time 
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Greg Eskridge blocking Scalabrine shot as Maurice 
Hanks take the charge and Erik Nelson watches it all
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Brian Scalabrine going all out
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Oris “Pep” Williams dribbling up court 
against Joe “Time” Boyland
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Mark Jackson, Michael Franklin, Daniel “Bear” Wright, 
Dante Smith, Warden K. Chappell, Brian Scalabrine, 

Phil Early, and Lt. Sam Robinson 

Man, Half-Amazing” Ammons, 
Michael “The Option” Frank-
lin, Maurice “Optimus Prime” 
Hanks, Bryan “The Red Mam-
ba” Scalabrine and Joe “Joe-
Time” Boyland.

When Jackson’s behind the 
back pass ended in a turnover, 
Taylor joked in Chick Hearns 
fashion, “the mustard just came 
off the hotdog.” On the next 
play, when Jackson’s pass re-
sulted in an easy bucket, Taylor 
added, “Way to put the mustard 
and relish back on the hotdog.”

“He did Chick Hearns proud,” 
said SQ resident Earlonne 
Woods. 

Everyone had a good time. 
“I had a lot of fun. It was great 
coming out here. These guys are 

incredible,” said 
Jackson.

“It’s the fi rst 
time I’ve seen 
NBA players 
up close, and 
it’s a cool and 
positive experi-
ence.  They’re 
friendly,” said 
stat keeper Troy 
Allen Smith.

“It was a plea-
sure and a privi-
lege to see them 
come kick back 
for a day and 
show we aren’t 
forgotten,” said 
spectator Wal-
ter Cook, who 
is incarcerated 
at San Quentin. 

“Lovely. A 
blessing,” said 
SQ Warrior 
guard Montrell 

Vines.
When Myers was told he only 

scored 35, compared with 40 
last year, he joked, “That’s dis-
appointing. I came to get 40. If 
I got 30 rebounds, that’s okay.” 
He had 24 boards.

The game ended as it started, 
with prayer and good will.

Mark Jackson Enjoys the 
Excitement in San Quentin
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An ‘OG’s’ Perspective
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Watani Stiner

BOOK REVIEW

One Father’s Perspective on Sports, 
Raising a Family and Reality

By Juan Haines
Managing Editor

I met author Jeff Gillenkirk 
at a baseball game between the 
San Quentin All-Stars and the 
Pacifi cs. The Pacifi cs is an in-
dependent baseball team that 
hails out of San Rafael.

According to the team man-
ager, Mike Shapiro, “The Pacif-
ics provide the local community 
with low-cost fun, in a family-
friendly environment.” 

The game-time interview 
went well, as I talked with many 
of the players—a bunch of col-
lege kids and an assortment of 
good athletes, many drafted by 
major league teams. How they 
got to the Pacifi cs, the answers 
varied—an injury here, slow de-
velopment there, or some other 
circumstance that thwarted en-
try into the majors. Now with 
the Pacifi cs, these ball-players 
are trying to crawl their way 
into the Big Show.

SPORTS
That being said, no matter 

what level of play—in sports—
moving up is the objective, 
which is the framework of Gil-
lenkirk’s fi rst novel, Home, 
Away.

Well, since I have a baseball 
coach for a cellie, and I’m a 
huge baseball fan, I thought it 
quite right to give Home, Away 
a look-see.

I learned a little about orga-
nized sports from Gillenkirk’s 
main characters—Jason and 
Raphael Thiodeaux. Gillenkirk 
used this father/son duo as a 
conduit to teach, “money ain’t 
all it’s cracked up to be” by 

comparing two icons of West-
ern Civilization; the team spirit 
and the family unit. 

FAMILY
Jason forked over his $42 

million contract to focus his en-
ergies toward raising his son.

So, while reading this sacri-
fi cial tale, I kept asking myself, 
would I have done the same?—
especially when Jason woke up 
only to grasp a stark reality: 

“The sweet morning breeze 
off the ocean troubled him for 
some reason. The world was 
good, it seemed to be saying, 
but to him it felt anything but. 
His son had already been ex-
pelled from two schools, arrest-
ed three times and jailed, ran 
away from his mother and was 
hardly making progress in Den-
ver. What chance did he have 
of making anything of himself 
with that kind of foundation?”

I know exactly what it feels 
like to fail at parenthood. Noth-
ing makes you feel worse than 
to be missing during the devel-
opmental years of your child’s 
life. There’s no “get back” when 
you’re absent for those impres-
sionable years. Adding insult 
to injury—incarceration does 
not negate paternity. Benign 
neglect to fatherly responsibili-
ties is sadly wrong and is inex-
cusable. But, here I am, read-
ing about real sacrifi ce through 
Gillenkirk’s storytelling.

Jason fought his own demons 
to help his son, and Raphael 
eventually recognized what a 
treasure he had in his father. 
Happy endings are nice to read, 
but behind bars, they are rare.

All athletes or anyone who 

gets the “material world” shoved 
between him and his family 
ought to pick this book up and 
use Jason’s determination as a 
study as to how good fathers act 
under pressure. Gillenkirk just 
uses baseball as a conduit to 
tell it—to get an understanding 
about life.

Moreover, Gillenkirk’s jour-
nalistic skills weren’t wasted in 
Home, Away, as he injects a fl a-
vor of sports writing into stra-
tegic places in the storyline. By 
doing so, the storyline is easier 
for reader/fans to understand 
media infl uence on an athlete’s 
attitude toward the public.

The right to play baseball is 
something that begins with a 
willingness to step up to the 
plate. Talents and skills are 
secondary. The right attitude 
is paramount to make it to the 
Big Show. Even still, Gillenkirk 
emphasizes, you can always go 
your separate way, when you 
have a greater love than the Big 
Show, but reality bites:

REALITY
“Nations went to war, econo-

mies collapsed, marriages be-
gan and ended but the beauty 
of el beisbol went on. His father 
was right—it was a privilege to 
play this game,” thought Ra-
phael.

Gillenkirk knows and never 
lets us forget that baseball will 
always be the Great American 
passtime. To get a feel of the 
good, the bad, and the ugly, 
Home, Away is a good read for 
incarcerated fathers. It is an 
inspirational story, which is al-
ways good in a prison environ-
ment.

and credible. OGs cannot just 
expect young people to auto-
matically accept or follow ad-
vice from someone older. That 
just ain’t happening.

I am not trying to be self-righ-
teous or judgmental towards 
OGs or in any way imply that 
many of these youngsters do not 
need some serious discipline in 
their lives. With absolutely no 
doubt, plenty of them certainly 
do! Rather, I am suggesting that 
OGs lead by example.

To me, leading by example is 
the most effective quality of any 
leadership. As an OG, this is 
what I observe and try to mod-
el. I do not spend a lot of time 
preaching to them or instruct-
ing them on how they should or 
should not behave. My point is, 
young people learn more effec-
tively from what they see OGs 
do rather than what they hear 
them say.

A Restorative Justice Dialogue
By Watani Stiner

Staff Writer

At age 17,  I married my high 
school sweetheart, graduated 
from high school, got a well-
paying job at a major aircraft 
company and became a devoted 
father, all in one year—1965. I 
guess it would be correct to say 
that we were well on our way to 
becoming your typical “Ameri-
can Negro” family. But then, 
something changed. Later that 
year (Aug. 1965), the Los An-
geles “Watts” revolt broke out. 
This revolt (the beginning of 
waves of uprisings all over the 
country) had a cathartic impact 
on me. It was the culmination of 
years of civil rights protest and 
legal frustration over racial dis-
crimination against Blacks in 
this country. I watched on tele-
vision as dogs and water hoses 
were turned loose on nonvio-
lent protesters in the South. As 
I watched the horrible images, 
I became fi lled with rage. I was 
angry and at the time, I couldn’t 
understand why those civil 
rights demonstrators wouldn’t 
fi ght back.

In my mind, I didn’t want to 
be like them. I wanted to be part 
of a more confrontational move-
ment to end racial discrimina-
tion. Therefore, I sided with 
other young people who had re-
jected Martin Luther King Jr.’s 
philosophy of “nonviolence” 
and adopted a more militant 
posture.  

Thus, it was inside this social 
consciousness and tumultuous 
climate that I decided to join the 
cultural nationalist organization 
“Us” in Los Angeles. I became a 
Simba Wachanga (Young Lion). 
And, I became a “warrior.”  

At the time of the shootings 
I was a warrior for the “revo-
lution,” and I was willing to 
die for the cause. This warrior 
mindset is essentially milita-
ristic and confrontational. It is 
“commandist” and combative. 
It is a mindset that fi nds justi-
fi cation in violence and accepts 
casualties of war over preserva-
tion of life. It was a mindset that 
I am still paying for today.

It happened just inside the 
cafeteria doorway. A heated ar-
gument, some profane words, a 
tussle between four angry young 
men. The fi rst shot silenced the 
revolutionary chatter. More 
shots rang out as frightened stu-
dents scrambled for cover, leav-
ing me wounded in the shoulder 
and two Black Panthers, Al-
prentice “Bunchy” Carter and 
John Jerome Huggins, dead on 
the fl oor of UCLA’s Campbell 
Hall, room 1201.

In 1969, I was tried and con-
victed of “conspiracy” to mur-
der these two Black Panthers. 
One of the men, John Huggins, 
was the 24-year-old husband of 
Ericka. She was at home with 
their three-week old daughter 
when she fi rst heard about the 
killings.

Subsequently I was sentenced 
to “Life” in prison. I started 
serving my time in Soledad 
before being transferred to San 

Quentin State Prison. Five years 
later, in 1974, I escaped from 
San Quentin and fl ed the coun-
try to South America. I lived 
there in self-imposed exile for 
20 years.

Throughout my journey (both 
inside and outside the U.S.), I 
have had many brushes and di-
rect encounters with acts of vio-
lence. I have been a perpetuator 
and a recipient.

What I now know: all vio-
lence, no matter which side 
you are on or how it is justifi ed, 
eventually consumes the human 
spirit and usually undermines 
the intended purpose. 

About three years ago I be-
gan corresponding with Ericka 
Huggins the wife of John. She 
and I had been on long, arduous 
journeys of the mind, heart, 
and spirit as we prepared to 
meet each other. Initially, I was 
frustrated with my desire for 
dialogue and reconciliation. It 
was diffi cult trying to commu-
nicate from a prison cell, and I 
honestly did not know how to 
proceed.  

I was anxious and unsure of 
Ericka’s reaction. For years, I 
had contemplated what I would 
say and how I would say it if I 
were to meet face-to-face with 
John or Bunchy’s family. How-
ever, I could only try my best to 
convey to Ericka my thoughts 
through a letter, and let the 
woman the campus shooting 
affected most know how sorry 
I was that it ever happened. I 
wanted to offer Ericka Hug-
gins, John’s widow, my sin-
cere apology for the warrior 
mindset that contributed to the 
deaths of two human beings. 
And, after two years of corre-
spondence I got my chance to 
do it in person. In September 
2012 I sat down with Ericka for 
the fi rst time since the January 
17, 1969 UCLA killings.  

On December 21, 2012, a 
week after the horrifi c New-
town murders at Sandy Hook 
elementary school, Ericka and 
I participated in a Restorative 
Justice Symposium at San 
Quentin State prison. Facing 
a packed audience of prison-
ers and outside guests, we told 
our stories and talked about 
the spiritual power of forgive-
ness and the need for Truth and 
Reconciliation.  

In future columns, I will be 
revisiting and exploring the 
restorative justice dialogue 
between Ericka and myself. 
I believe it is a dialogue that 
can heal, educate, inspire and 
transform. I hope that it will be 
a model of dialogue and recon-
ciliation for the younger OGs.

****
A Question on Leadership

My name is Dwayne Sul-
livan, and I am 51 years old. I 
have given your question about 
OG leadership some serious 
thought. Before any OG can 
tell a young person anything, I 
think the OG has to be together 
himself. He has to be someone 
who is respected, respectable, 
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Sudoku Corner
By Ray Van Pelz

Last Issue’s
Sudoku Solution

6 5 8 1 9 3 7 2 4
3 9 1 4 2 7 5 8 6
7 4 2 8 6 5 9 3 1
4 1 7 5 8 6 3 9 2
8 3 6 9 7 2 4 1 5
5 2 9 3 4 1 8 6 7
2 8 3 6 5 4 1 7 9
1 6 4 7 3 9 2 5 8
9 7 5 2 1 8 6 4 3

Book Review
                                             By Randy Maluenda

Complete This Puzzle
Win a Prize!

Jennifer just celebrated her 8th birthday, however she
already has three children. She labored all three kids,
and celebrates her birthday every year when it comes
around. How is this possible?

The answer to last month’s puzzle is: 
Top row: K, J, Q, A Second row: A, Q, J, K Third row:

J, K, A ,Q Bottom row: Q, A, K, J

The winner to last month’s puzzle is: David Reed 
Congratulations to the following contestants who also

got it right: Slaughter, T., Frederickson, D., Walker, Hum-
phrey, I., Smith, T., De Hoyos, R., Weathers, G., Hobbs,
M., Crooks, D., Short, L., Getta, J., Nakamara, E., Sal-
cido, R., Brooks, D., Capistrano, J.,Bacon, R., Mccurdy,
G., Castro, H., Seabrooks, A., and Ashmus, T.

Rules:
The prize will be for completion of brain twister puz-

zles. All puzzle submissions should be sent via u-save-
em envelope to San Quentin News/Education Depart-
ment. Only one entry per person.

All correct submissions will be placed in a hat. The
winner will be picked by drawing a name from that hat.

The prize winner will receive four Granola Bars. Priz-
es will only be offered to inmates that are allowed to
receive the prize items. Inmates transferred, sent to ad/
seg or otherwise not available to claim their prize will
result in forfeiture.

The answer and the winner’s name will be published in
the next issue of the San Quentin News.

POETRY

BOOKS THAT CHANGED THE 
WORLD (By Robert B. Downs) 
Twenty-seven signifi cant classic 
works summarized for your conve-
nience.

PARALLEL MYTHS (By J.F. 
Bierlein) Myths common to many 
cultures abound here.

TROY: THE FALL OF KINGS (By  
David Gemmell) A new, readable 
twist on the legendary Trojan War.

THE SECRET HISORY OF THE 
AMERICAN EMPIRE (By John 
Perkins) How American corporate 
interests exploit everybody, even 
Americans.

WOLVES, JACKALS, AND 
POPES (By Kris Hollington) Mo-
dem assassins who “mattered.”

RATINGS:

Top responses are four trophies progressing downward to one:
Responses which are two or less are not recommended reading.

SnippetsSnippets

Part of making a mummy 
includes removing and 

preserving the liver, stomach 
and intestines. The brain is 
tossed out and the heart stays 
in the mummifi cation process. 

Understood as the day 
to celebrate the saints, 

“All Saints Day,” also known 
as Halloween, according to 
Webster’s Dictionary.  It is 
now honored on October 31, 
with trick-or-treating and 
displaying jack-o’-lanterns. 

March 1995, in  Puerto 
Rico, eight sheep were 

found dead with puncture 
wounds in their  chests drained 
completely of their blood. Lo-
cals blame it on chupacabra.

Pale images of dead 
people, usually de-

scribed as spirits, demons 
or ghosts, are sent from the 
after life to haunt the living.

Kiangsu Province of China 
had a tomb of a Chinese 

man corpse that was dated 
back seven hundred years. 

In 2007, the Guinness 
World Records, recorded 

the largest pumpkin weigh-
ing in at 1,469 pounds.

Nicholas Noyes was the  
reverend who accused 

Sara Good of being a witch. 
Twenty-fi ve years later he died 
of a hemorrhage and choked 
to death on his own blood.

Having supernatural pow-
er in connection with the 

devil or evil spirits; sorceress, 
otherwise known as a witch.

Evil and  named for its 
cry, a raven is  known 

for constantly search-
ing for prey or plunder.  It 
has a voracious appetite; 
and is in the crow family. 

A person who reaps 
also known as the 

Grim Reaper: often per-
sonifi ed as a shrouded 
skeleton baring scythe.

Discovered through folk-
lore as an evil or mis-

chievous spirit. The goblins 
is often represented in pic-
tures as humanlike and ugly.

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

By Richard Lathan

 House of Cards

In the midst of morning haze dreary though 

beaming with a blanketed gaze

Some sitting idled with caring for nothing else 

in the world

And others stand by wrecked fuming and 

folded up with no life of ever moving again

Some move to the other side and got wayward 

bound

Rotting from the inside hoping that it rains to 

get the dirt off their back

Moving slow, trying not to make a sound

Even though they smell exhaust from those 

who are fuming and heated

They are still trying to pass by hoping they 

won’t get cracked
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RELIGION

By Charles Brooks
Journalism Guild Writer

At a celebration after Ra-
madan, San Quentin’s Islamic 
community held a graduation 
for 30 students who completed 
three spiritually based classes.

The celebration after Rama-
dan is called Eid-ul-Fitr, which 
means reoccurring happiness.

The classes taught the men 
spiritual unity amongst man-
kind, how to combat man’s 
vices, such as aggression, ar-
rogance, hatred, and greed 
and to benefit from lessons 
learned.

Shaykh Atik taught the class-
es; Essence of Divine Unity, 
Purification of the Heart, and 
Manners of the Students. Par-
ticipates devote at least three 
hours a week for a year to the 
classes. Shaykh Atik is a Hafiz. 
A Hafiz is someone who mem-
orized the entire Qur’an. In the 
Islamic community, a Shaykh 
is a noted scholar. 

“I was amazed at their 
dedication and sincerity in 
learning,” said Shaykh Rami, 
founder of Tayba Foundation 
who sponsored the classes 
through The Malcolm X Dis-
tance Learning Program. The 
foundation offers follow-up 

courses online for students in-
terested in continuing Islamic 
studies once they parole, said 
Shaykh Rami.

Tom Martini, a prison vol-
unteer for the Restorative Jus-
tice program at San Quentin, 
talked about his experience 
with Muslims in Sierra Leone, 
Africa. “Abroad, it is more 
spiritual, but in America there 
is much more pursuit of indi-
vidual material success,” he 
said, of his views comparing 
Africa to the United States. 
However, he said he sees more 
of a spiritual connection inside 
San Quentin than in the free 
world.

One guest known only as 
Oscar “Mustafa” Pena a former 
gang member and now a La-
tino Muslim who recently re-
turned from studying abroad, 
spoke strongly to remind us 
that our different races do not 
divide us.

“Keep good company with 
good people and seek Allah’s 
help with all sincerity,” said 
one of the graduates reading 
from his essay. “Shaytan (the 
devil) has many ways to enter 
man’s heart, but angels have 
only one: The truth.”

Keynote speaker, Shaykh 
Rami, spoke on the importance 

of freedom through education, 
stating, “Freedom, like in the 
case of Fredrick Douglass, is a 
state of mind. Fredrick Doug-
lass was mentally free through 
education long before his 
physical freedom.” 

“Everyone should strive to 
establish a meaningful rela-
tionship with God,” said San 
Quentin’s Islamic Chaplain 
Imam Husain Kawsar. “Many 
of us believe in God, pray to 
God, but how many of us have 
meaningful relationships with 
God? By this I mean, how 
concerned are we with mak-
ing God happy in our decision 
making process? When you 
truly love someone, that love 
colors your every decision. 
You ask yourself ‘what does 
my beloved want to see in me?’ 
This is how our relationship 
with God should be because 
He, (God) sees our every ac-
tion; our every action should 
be made pleasing to Him.”

The celebration was attend-
ed by guests Shaykh Rami Na-
sour, founder/director of the 
Tayba Foundation, Haseeb Sa-
dat, a sixth grade teacher, Abu 
Taqi from Tunisia who came to 
observe, a volunteer from the 
Omega Boys Club in San Fran-
cisco, and Martini.

training.
The dog program at the Fire 

Department has proven to be a 
real morale booster, allowing 
the trainers to grow as human 
beings by demonstrating con-
cern and genuine affection for 

Win-Win Outcomes
For S.Q. Dog Program

By Gilbert Torres
Contributing Writer

Not many people are aware 
that the San Quentin Fire De-
partment co-sponsors a dog 
training program called “Pen 

Pals of San Quentin” funded 
exclusively by the Marin Hu-
mane Society.

The program houses dogs 
going through behavioral and 
physical rehabilitation.  Men 
from the Fire Department must 

sign-up to become dog han-
dlers. After being screened and 
accepted, the men are entrusted 
to care for and train an indi-
vidual dog. All canines are kept 
in dog kennels, where there are 
rules to follow as part of their 
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Maxwell Krohn  and Luna

File Photo

Craig Salazar and Calvin
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the animals. Some of the dogs 
have been passed from shelter to 
shelter, and have now, in-effect, 
been given a second chance at 
San Quentin. Otherwise, they 
might  have been euthanized.

To date, 215 dogs have been 
through the program and 46 
inmates (fi remen from the San 
Quentin Fire Department) have 
been their handlers.

The Pen Pals program has six 
instructors and fi ve assistant 
dog trainers. Larry Carson is 
the program coordinator.  All 
of them are volunteers who give 
unselfi shly of their time. The 
warmth and dedication of these 
volunteers is apparent even to 
the dogs, who readily respond 
to their arrival.

 The San Quentin fi remen 
learn how to teach the basic 
lessons a dog must know to co-
exist with the human race. This 
training gives the dog a much 
better chance to be adopted. 
When the dogs reach a higher 
level in their training, they are 
awarded a CGC certifi cate of 
completion, which stands for 
Canine Good Citizen certifi -
cate.   

When canines make it that far, 
they are ready for a new home. 
They go back to the shelter to 
await that special someone to 
call their own. It’s the fi remen’s 
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Abandoned dogs prosper...and so do the inmates

job to prepare these  animals for 
re-entry into society and they 

take this charge very seriously.     
Once through the program, 

the dogs have become desirable 
pets. All the canines are either 
spayed or neutered, and fi tted 
with micro-chips so they won’t 
ever again lose their way home. 
They have also received all the 
necessary vaccines.

Members of the public who 
are looking for a pet are en-
couraged to get in touch with 
the Marin Humane Society and 
inquire about the San Quentin 
dog program (ask for Larry).  
Those who already work in 
San Quentin can speak to any 
of the Fire Captains about the 
program. They will have all the 
information available.

San Quentin Islamic Community 
Graduates 30 Men After Ramadan 
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EDUCATION CORNER

By Charles David Henry
Staff Writer

A new vocational course at 
San Quentin seeks 27 dedi-
cated students, according to 
the prison’s education depart-
ment.

“This curriculum will 
ground the trainee in the basic 
knowledge and principles of 
carpentry, masonry, concrete 
finishing, electrical work, 
HVAC, and plumbing,” said 
Dante Callegari, instructor of 
Vocational Building Mainte-
nance.  “Students will become 

skilled in different phases of a 
project from start to finish.”

Various construction skills 
taught in the 16-week course 
include: wall, ceiling, and 
f loor framing; electrical wir-
ing; how to work with con-
crete; and bricklaying.

The program targets inmates 
close to release, and accord-
ing to prison officials, will 
give them a marketable skill, 
which improves their employ-
ment chances.

The construction technol-
ogy program will be intense, 
according to Callegari. It re-

quires a full time assignment. 
“I don’t need a person who 
is looking to sign up for the 
course because he wants time 
away from his housing unit,” 
he said.

No previous construction 
experience is needed, but those 
interested in signing up for the 
program must be able to read 
English and understand el-
ementary math.

Inmates must be eligible for 
milestones credits to qualify 
for the program. If eligible, in-
terested inmates should contact 
their counselor or Lt. Graham.

Construction Tech 
 Class Seeks 27 Students By Juan Haines

Managing Editor

Last year, The Yale Law Jour-
nal asked prisoners throughout 
the United States to submit es-
says on their perspective about 
how the law affects their lives. 

The editors said they received 
“about 1,500 responses from 
people all across the United 
States—men and women, adults 
and juveniles, former petty of-
fenders and current death-row 
inmates.”

The question, “what does fair 
treatment look like in prison” 
generated three outstanding es-
says: The Prison Rape Elimina-
tion Act, The Meaning of Im-
prisonment, and Solano Justice.

Aaron Lowers, an inmate at 
Solano State prison, wrote about 
the arcane disciplinary concept 
called constructive possession, 
used by California prison offi -
cials.

Lowers gives the follow-
ing scenario: “...if two men are 
housed in the same prison cell, 
where a cell phone is discov-
ered, both men can, and often 
are, found guilty of possessing 
the contraband and both suffer 
the consequences.”

Lowers alludes that “this tac-
tic has evolved into a coercive 
device designed to force in-
mates to police themselves” put-
ting inmates in “the precarious 
position of being their brother’s 
keepers.”

The ever-changing defi ni-
tion, plus the sheer amount of 
contraband found inside the 
prisons create extreme stress 
for inmates, especially those 
who must appear before parole 
boards in order to earn their re-
lease, Lowers argues.

His essay is sound, uses easy 

to understand language and sup-
ports an argument to end the 
practice of constructive posses-
sion by prison offi cials.

Ernie Drain’s introduction to 
The Meaning of Imprisonment is 
power packed as he writes, “Be-
ing incarcerated in prison means 
tucking your life into your back 
pocket for a while.”

Drain’s essay smartly de-
scribes what it means to be 
locked up, pointing to the little 
boring things people do while 
biding their time, as well as the 
“imagined authority and real 
tyranny, unnerving ethos and 
unavoidable confl ict. It’s a les-
son learned, never to be forgot-
ten,” concludes Drain.

Elizabeth A. Reid, who at-
tended Green River Community 
College, wrote about holding 
prison guards accountable for 
raping inmates.

Reid approaches this sensitive 
subject from a legal perspective 
as her essay reads like a court 
document.

The Prison Rape Elimination 
Act contains “graphic” details 
of what these violated women 
have been subjected to, as well 
as the “despicable” behavior of 
prison administrators who are 
ironically tasked with keeping 
the public safe from crime.

Editors of The Yale Law Jour-
nal said, “People who are incar-
cerated offer a unique perspec-
tive on the law. Having broken it, 
they now live in an environment 
pervaded by it. But only rarely, 
if ever, do scholars, lawyers, and 
policymakers hear directly from 
them about it.”

The May 2013, Volume 122, 
Number 7 edition of The Yale 
Law Journal offered inmates a 
voice in one of the most prodi-
gious publications in the world.

Prisoners Submit 
Essays to Yale

Male Accountability module of 
its curriculum. 

“Men were incarcerated in 
their mind before they ever came 
to prison,” said the program’s 
sponsor, Albert Featherstone. 
“This program creates a culture 
that changes the dynamic of 
men’s lives.”

Featherstone, who was pa-
roled from prison in 1987, be-
came IMPACT chief sponsor in 
2011.  He has been assisting the 
program for the last 23 years. “I 
facilitate some parts of the 16-
week program, but the men here 
teach most of it,” he said. 

“IMPACT stresses that a 
man’s body can be used as an 
analogy for how to build a man,” 
said John “Yahya” Parratt. “The 
feet are a man’s foundation, 
while his head the center of his 
control.”

One of the key principles 
of IMPACT is the acronym 
AIR—Accountability Integrity 
Responsibility, said one of the 
graduates, Travis Banks.

“It’s about being in control of 
the situation, being able to de-
escalate the situation by stop-
ping, observing, and process-
ing what’s happening,” he said. 
“You learn body signals.”

Banks has been attending IM-
PACT classes for four years. “I 

have one more module to com-
plete, and then I’ll have all of 
them,” he said.

Each man had the opportuni-
ty to say how the program’s way 
of thinking has helped him.

James Jenkins talked about a 
potential violent confrontation 
with his cellmate.

“A friend of mine pulled me 
away,” he said. “Later God put 
on my heart to apologize to 
him. Even though I believe he 
provoked the situation.” Jen-
kins said he concluded he had 
to take ownership of his part of 
the situation. “The entire epi-
sode taught me that patience is 
something important. The ex-

perience taught me that I am 
in control of myself, and that’s 
what IMPACT is all about.”

Marlon Beason, 33, said he 
has completed two of the fi ve 
modules. “I’m not a lifer, but 
lifers look up to me because 
I’m involved with the program. 
It teaches me how important 
my family and my community 
are,” Beason said. “IMPACT 
helps me articulate reason in 
the presence of confl ict. This 
program humbled me by seeing 
guys who’ve been in prison for 
decades that changed the way 
they think about what it means 
to be a man.”

“It has reaffi rmed my path of 
integrity, responsibility, and be-
ing a peacemaker in our com-
munity,” said Miguel Quezada, 
32. “In the future, I will use 
what I learned in IMPACT to 
model what it means to be a re-
sponsible man—as an example 
for my peers and other men in 
my family and young men.”

“I learned to resolve confl ict 
resolution by taking a time out, 
said John Ham, 27. “I’m carry-
ing this message to other guys 
that are suffering from violent 
impulses.”

Although Cleo Cloman’s sto-
ry is common for some young 
men who go through the matu-
ration process in a prison at-
mosphere, there are many who 
do not have access to prosocial 
programs like IMPACT.

“I came to prison a young 
knucklehead. However, I’ve 
grown out of being that,” Clo-

man said. “Several years af-
ter being incarcerated, I came 
across a friend who knew me 
as that previous knuckle head. 
I talked to him about the self-
help programs available at San 
Quentin and the ones I’ve been 
involved in. He told me he was 
amazed in my change in atti-
tude. The experience gave me 
a fi rsthand experience in wit-
nessing the change within my-
self. What warmed me was to 
be able to tell my friend about 
my change, and to demonstrate 
to him that I am truly a changed 
man.”

Cloman concluded by asking: 
“What will stop us from throw-

ing our lives away? What will it 
take for us to change?”

Another graduate, Sean 
Scales, said he’s excited about 
learning new tools on how to 
deal with confl ict. 

“Violence is never the right 
way to go,” said Scales. “IM-
PACT teaches us humility, and 
with humility we’re able to 
knock down the pride which 
prevents us from doing the right 
thing.” He said IMPACT taught 
him how to have confi dence in 
his ability to better articulate 
himself.

“You can control the choice, 
but you can’t change the conse-
quence,” said Darnell Hill. 

Continued from Page 1

IMPACT Graduates Celebrate
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Darnell Hill, Travis Banks, Donald Davis, 
Johnnie Walker, Abdula Mao, Richard Zorns, 

Anthony Gallo and K.C.

Photo by Sam Hearnes

Rodney Thompson, Cedric Walker, McKinley MacBur-
den, Douglas Thiessen, John Parratt, Bruce Cooper, 

Tyrone Allen, Carl Saldano, Syyen Hong

Do you need a place to study?
The Voluntary Education Program (VEP) might be what 
you’re looking for.
• Supplement Education instruction
• Academic Support to make progress towards YOUR                          
   Education Goals (GED, college, life skills, etc.)
• Opportunity to improve Academic and Life Skills even          
   if you have a Job Assignment or are in another Eduction
   Program
• The opportunity to earn Milestone credits, if eligible
• Self-Improvement skills such as workplace math and       
   language, and employability skills
• Individualized and/or Small Group Instruction
• One-on-one tutoring
This is by coming to Classroom C2 in the brown Education 
module and expressing your desire to join the program.  
You will fi nd out what the program is all about and how it 
can meet YOUR needs. 

VEP is open Monday – Thursday from 0800-1430.
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By Juan Haines
Managing Editor

A new report by California 
prison officials has underesti-
mated the number of inmates 
that would be locked up in the 
state by mid-year.

Nearly $100 million needs to 

be added to the state budget to 
cover the incarceration cost for 
the extra inmates, according to 
incarceration costs complied 
by the Legislative Analyst.

In its first projection, the 
Spring 2013 Adult Popula-
tion Projections Fiscal Years 
2012/13 – 2017/18, the Califor-

nia Department of Corrections 
and Rehabilitation calculated 
by June 30, the number of in-
mates in the state’s 33 insti-
tutions and camps, inmates 
housed in the Department of 
Mental Health facilities, and 
inmates in out-of-state facili-
ties would be 131,071. How-
ever, the actual number was 
132,827—1,756 inmates more 
than projected.

For 2012/13, the estimated 
incarceration cost for each in-
mate is $56,421, which makes 
the annual cost for 1,756 in-
mates $99,075,276, according 
to figures by Drew Soderberg, 
LAO (See Table Below).

The Court ordered popula-
tion cap of 137.5 percent of 
designed capacity refers to in-
mates housed in the state’s 33 
institutions. On June 30, the 
state’s 33 institutions housed 
119,151 inmates, which was 
9,487 over the cap. However, 
since then the Stockton hos-
pital added more beds to the 
state’s prison designed capac-
ity.

As of Sept. 18, CDCR was 
7,998 over the cap, according 
to department numbers. 

CDCR Prison Population Estimate Faulted

The Outlook on Substance Dependency
Editor’s Note: Isaiah Dan-

iels is a San Quentin inmate 
who is a drug and alcohol 
counselor for prisoners.

By Isaiah Daniels
Contributing Writer

Substance dependency is 
the reliance and/or habitu-
ation of something deemed 
harmful to you. It is usually 
drugs and/or alcohol.

VIEWS
Some people viewed sub-

stance dependency as a moral 
problem. They looked on a 
person dependent on sub-
stances, as weak-willed who 
cares for nothing or others. 
This view has changed. Med-
ical professionals and other 

professionals have come to 
realize that substance depen-
dency is a disease that re-
sponds to proper treatment, 
as would any other illness.

RECOGNITION
In 1956, the American Med-

ical Association gave formal 
recognition to the disease 
concept.  The recognition of 
substance dependency as an 
illness implies that:

The illness can be described 
as the compulsion to use.

The course of the illness is 
predictable and progressive; 
it will get worse.

The disease is primary, not 
just the symptoms of another 
underlying disorder.

The disease is permanent 
(always mindful of a potential 

relapse).
Like most diseases, sub-

stance dependency is termi-
nal if left untreated.

ASSOCIATIONS
Addiction can be associ-

ated with some form of guilt, 
anger, fear, shame, or pain 
as the primary drives. The 
individual may even exhibit 
denial, which prevents the 
person from recognizing the 
severity of their situation and 
their responsibility to deal 
with the serious problems in 
their lives.

It constitutes harmful use if 
the use is causing continuing 
disruption in personal, social, 
spiritual, or economic life. 
The user needs to stop or face 
serious consequences.

Vietnam Veterans
Group of San Quentin

Democracy Among Veterans 

By Chris Schuhmacher
Journalism Guild Writer

The spirit of democracy thrives among a group 
of veterans inside the walls of San Quentin.  In 
July the Vietnam Veterans Group of San Quen-
tin held the annual executive body elections.

In a tight race the group elected US Army vet-
eran Paul Stauffer as their new chairman.  He 
will be responsible for presiding over all meet-
ings of the VVGSQ and modeling examples of 
camaraderie and diplomacy.

“I was surprised, yet honored that the group 
elected me to lead.  Being a member of this group 
has given me a sense of purpose and dignity that 
is often a struggle to hold on to in prison,” said 
Stauffer.

The vice-chairman position went to the 
group’s elder statesman, Lawson Beavers, 77.  
Beavers, an Army veteran who served in the 
Korean War, hopes to provide the levelheaded 
wisdom needed to accomplish the mission and 
objectives of the group.  The vice-chairman is 
responsible for being the Chief Coordinator for 
all of the groups various committees.

US Marine Corps veteran Greg Sanders ran 
unopposed and has assumed the role of Secre-
tary/Treasurer.  He plans to use his gruff de-
meanor to reinforce the group’s commitment to 
the VVGSQ by-laws and constitution.

“Being part of this group gives me the oppor-
tunity to be of service to others and a helper of 
mankind.  My vision is to provide group mem-
bers with the education and therapy necessary 
to build their self-esteem,” said Sanders.

The newly elected Outside Coordinator, Chris-
topher Bell, served our country as a Corpsman 
in the US Navy.  He has only been with the 
VVGSQ for a year but plans to breathe new life 
into relationships established with the outside 
veteran community.

“I plan to fulfi ll my role by contacting outside 
military facilities and enlisting their support to 
provide incarcerated veterans with the resourc-
es that are so vitally needed,” said Bell.

Elected to Member-at-Large positions with 
the various housing units were Kenneth Good-
low (Donner), John Johnston (H-Unit), Craig 
Johnson (West Block), and Ernie Vick (North 
Block).  These men are responsible for provid-
ing membership applications to the mainline 
population and serving as the voice of the mem-
bership on the executive board.

With the new executive body in place, the 
VVGSQ is gearing up for another year of ser-
vice to veterans inside and outside of the pris-
on.  A new Veterans Training Ground “Relapse 
Prevention” program is set to start in October, 
and preparations have already begun for the 
VVGSQ Holiday Toy program.

“I plan to continue to build on the hard work 
and dedication of the previous executive body, 
while at the same time, giving group members 
the opportunity to step up and contribute.  It’s 
hard for people to feel excluded when they’re a 
part of experiencing something positive,” said 
Stauffer.

San Francisco Debates 
Need for New Jail

By Seth Rountree
Journalism Guild Writer

San Francisco’s sheriff and 
the city’s Chief Probation Offi -
cer have opposite ideas when it 
comes to the city needing a new 
jail. 

Sheriff Ross Mirkarimi be-
lieves the city needs a new jail, 
whereas Chief Probation Offi cer 
Wendy Still told the San Fran-
cisco Chronicle she thinks it 
would be better to invest in an 
alternative to incarceration.

Despite the difference of 
opinion, the city is moving for-
ward with a $632 million plan to 
rebuild a new jail adjacent to the 

Hall of Justice – where the local 
courts, police department and 
the offi ces of the district attor-
ney and probation department 
are located.

San Francisco only uses 
around 60 percent of its jail 
space, even after Gov. Jerry 
Brown implemented his plan to 
reduce the state’s prison popula-
tion by shifting the responsibility 
of how to deal with low-level of-
fenders to county governments. 
San Francisco’s jail population 
did not dramatically grow after 
the shift, and 75 percent of its 
jail population is awaiting trial, 
according to the Chronicle re-
port.

San Francisco should try to 
fi nd ways to get people awaiting 
trial out of jail and work out a 
classifi cation system that would 
help determine where to house 
detainees, according to Micaela 
Davis, a criminal justice and 
drug policy attorney with the 
ACLU of Northern California. 
Davis said Los Angeles County 
had a similar problem and found 
many detainees were improper-
ly catergoized, according to the 
Chronicle report.

“Why, when San Francisco is 
doing such a good job creating 
alternatives to incarceration...are 
we investing money in beds?” 
Still asked the Chronicle.

Better to invest in alternative programs?

Legislative Analyst says $100 million more is needed
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 Website Offers Help to Families of those Incarcerated
     A new and free search engine, www.PrisonPath.com, provides informa-
tion for the public. The site helps users in clarifying confusion and fear of 
the unknown when a loved one is charged and arrested, or sentenced to im-
prisonment in the United States. PrisonPath provides information including 
the ability to fi nd a person incarcerated, visitation rules, contact numbers, 
and more about every American prisons or jails. It also allows families and 
friends of inmates to communicate with each other on a specifi c page.

Editor’s Note
The articles and opinions published in the San Quentin News are the re-

sponsibility of the inmate staff of the newspaper and their advisers. These 
articles and opinions refl ect the views of the individual authors and do not 
necessarily refl ect the views of the inmate population, the California De-
partment of Corrections and Rehabilitation or the administration of San 
Quentin State Prison.

San
Quentin

News
Current and past copies of the 
San Quentin News are posted 

online at:
(www.sanquentinnews.com)

(www.fl ickr.com/photos/
sanquentinnews)

Permission is granted to reprint 
articles appearing in the San 

Quentin News provided credit 
is given to the author and this 
publication, except for articles 

reprinted herein from other 
publications.

Administrative Review

Warden’s Offi ce ..... Lt. S. Robinson

Sgt. D. McGraw

Senior Adviser .......... John C. Eagan

Adviser .. ...................... Joan Lisetor

Adviser ................. Steve McNamara

Adviser ..... ................. Linda Xiques

Adviser .............  William Drummond

S.Q. News Staff

Editor-in-Chief  ..... Arnulfo T. Garcia
Managing Editor ........... Juan Haines
Supervising  Editor..........Malik Harris
Journalism  Guild   Chair-
man...........................Kevin D. Sawyer 
Staff Writer............K. Himmelberger
Staff     Writer ............. Boston Woodard
Staff Writer  .......JulianGlenn Padgett
Staff Writer  ......... Charles D. Henry
Staff Writer  ................Watani Stiner
Staff Writer  .....................Ted Swain
Sports Editor  ....... Rahsaan Thomas
Design          Editor .................. Phoeun You
Design Editor ........... R.Richardson

We Want To Hear
From You!

The San Quentin News encourages inmates, free staff, custody staff, 
volunteers and others outside the institution to submit articles. 

All submissions become property of the San Quentin News.
Please use the following criteria when submitting:
• Limit your articles to no more than 350 words.

• Know that articles may be edited for content and length.
• The newspaper is not a medium to fi le grievances. (For that, use the pris-
on appeals process.) We encourage submitting articles that are newswor-
thy and encompass issues that will have an impact on the prison populace.

• Please do not use offensive language in your submissions.
• Poems and art work (cartoons and drawings) are welcomed.

• Letters to the editor should be short and to the point.
Send Submissions to:

CSP - San Quentin 
Education Dept. / SQ News 

San Quentin, CA 94964
(No street address required)

To receive a mailed copy of the San Quentin News, 
send $1.32 worth of stamps for postage to:

San Quentin News
1 Main Street

San Quentin, CA 94974

The process can be repeated every month if you want to receive the 
latest newspaper.

The Show: Jazz and Basketball

Disciplinary Force Still Used 
Against Mentally Ill Inmates 

By Juan Haines
Managing Editor

Force and disciplinary mea-
sures are being used against 
mentally ill prisoners in a pu-
nitive manner, according to the 
court appointed monitor of the 
mental health care of Califor-
nia inmates.

Dr. Edward Kaufman said 
prison offi cials continue “to 
use force similar to that em-
ployed at the time of trial 20 
years ago.”

Kaufman is part of a monitor-
ing team that has previously op-
posed the termination of court 

supervision of the mental health 
care of California inmates.

Kaufman said he watched 
videos where custody staff 
used force on six inmates to 
get them to take medication to 
treat their mental illness. Four 
of the inmates were under court 
supervision, and he was able to 
interview two of them. He said 
he was scheduled to interview 
a third inmate, but when he ar-
rived at the institution, he was 
informed the inmate had been 
transferred to another facility.

Kaufman evaluated video re-
cordings of inmates who were 
pepper sprayed 

By Aaron “Imam Jeddi” 
Taylor

Sports Writer

Basketball is like jazz music.
Although the ancient Aztecan 

did have a sport that closely re-
sembles basketball, this sport is 
still associated with Americans.

All over the world, music is 
in every culture, yet jazz in par-
ticular is a combination of styles 
that came over in the bottom of 
slave ships from the continent 
of Africa and all met up in New 
Orleans during the second and 
third decades of the 19th centu-
ry and is ubiquitous to American 
culture.

Just like jazz, basketball has 
set plays that a team runs on of-
fense and defense. 

Once a play, such as pick and 
roll, give and go, zone defenses 
or man-to-man breaks down, 
a fast break ensues, basketball 
becomes just as improvisational 
as American Jazz music. Even 
though jazz, as a musical form, 
can be written down and played, 
no jazz is “good” without each 
performer in the ensemble get-
ting an opportunity to have a 
solo. The drummer, saxophonist 
or pianist gets to highlight his 
individual skills while still be-
ing a part of the team.

In basketball, just as in jazz, 
a player can get an isolation or 
a solo, where he or she gets to 
have a defender in a one-on-one 
on the court. The showcasing of 
individual skills takes place to 
the amazement of the players on 
the court, as well as the fans in 
attendance and those watching 
on television. Some great play-
ers have had the opportunity to 
display their individual talents 
in the team sport:

George Mikan (Minnesota/ 
L.A. Lakers); Bob Cousy and 
John ‘Hondo’ Havelicek (Celt-
ics); ‘Pistol’ Pete Maravich 
(New Orleans Jazz); Walt ‘Clyde 
the Glide’ Frazier’ (Knicks); 
Oscar ‘The Big O’ Robinson 
(Bucks); Jerry ‘Mr. Clutch’ West 
(Lakers); George ‘The Ice Man’ 
Gervin (Spurs); Julius ‘Dr. J’ Er-
ving (N.J. Nets/76er’s). 

Ervin ‘Magic’ Johnson (Lak-
ers) Larry ‘Larry Legend’ Bird 
(Celtics); Dominique ‘The Hu-
man Highlight Reel’ Wilkins 
(Hawks/Clippers); ‘RUN-TMC’ 
(Tim Hardaway, Mitch Rich-
mond, Chris Mullin- G.S. War-
riors); Michael ‘Air’ Jordan 

(Bulls); Vinnie ‘The Microwave’ 
Johnson (Pistons); ‘Sir’ Charles 
Barkley (76er’s/Suns/Rockets); 
Reggie Miller ‘The Knick Kill-
er’ and Chuck ‘The Rifl eman’ 
Person (Pacers); Hakeem ‘The 
Dream’ Olajuwan (Rockets); 

Shaquielle ‘Shaq Diesel’ 
O’Neal (Magic/Lakers/Heat/
Celtics);Vince ‘1/2 Man ½ Amaz-
ing’ Carter (Raptors/Nets). 

Allen ‘The Answer’ Iverson 
(76er’s); Jason ‘White Choco-
late’ Williams (Kings/Heat); 
Tim ‘The Big Fundamental’ 
Duncan (Spurs); Kobe ‘The 
Black Mamba’ Bryant (Lakers); 
Kevin ‘KD’ Durant (Thunder); 
Chris ‘CP3’ Paul (Hornets/Clip-
pers); LeBron ‘King’ James...

Basketball and American 
Jazz: the Ultimate Individual 
Team Sport.

And this, and this, and this is 
called The Show!

Legendary Jazz musician Frank Morgan
File Photo

http://www.PrisonPath.com
http://www.sanquentinnews.com
http:www.flickr.com/photos/sanquentinnews
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Bill Epling giving words of 
encouragement before a game

By Rahsaan Thomas
Sports Editor

“Take something you love to 
do and do it for the lord,” said 
Bill Epling, sponsor for Chris-
tian Sport Ministries, who 
brings people in to play basket-
ball against the Warriors. 

Christian Ministries use high-
ly talented players and sports to 
spread God’s word to the resi-
dents of San Quentin State Pris-
on, said Epling.

Don Smith and Bill Epling 
bring in teams to San Quentin 
to play basketball, softball and 
football.

The talent level makes for 
great games that attract large 
crowds. Each game begins and 
ends with prayer, including a half 
time one as well. Epling usually 
opens with jokes, like the one 
about God not being able to sue 
the Devil because he can’t fi nd 
a lawyer in heaven. Smith takes 
turns with his players to open 
with stories about faith.

At an Aug. 17 game, Ministries 
point guard Tyson performed 
a half-time rap-song about the 
consequence of living that gang-
ster life at the cost of incarcera-
tion and leaving kids to grow up 
without their father.

Smith started coming into San 
Quentin 16 years ago.

“God put it in my heart that 
this is a good place to do min-
istry. It’s a great thing for all the 
guys and we’ve become friends 
and like family,” said Smith.

“They are two extraordinary 
individuals. It’s unbelievable 
what they do for us. said War-
riors Coach Daniel Wright, about 
Smith and Epling. “Bill gives us 

all new tennis shoes and had the 
basketball court repaved. He’s 
one of the best men I’ve ever 
met. I love Don and Bill like my 
dad.” 

Anthony Ammons, a War-
riors forward, added, “They are 
a blessing. Without realizing it, 
they have helped me become 
a better man. Even with serv-

ing 102 years to life, they have 
brought me light and hope for 
the next day. They allowed me to 
dream again.”

Smith said he played very little 
basketball growing up—just a 
little in junior high and pickup 
games. “Sports is just a means to 
an end and a fun way of doing 
it,” Smith said.

He is faithful to sports min-
istries. In the same weekend, 
he brought in a basketball team 
with Bill Epling, he brought a 
softball team to play against the 
San Quentin Hardtimers. “I’ll be 
back with a football team when 
the season starts,” Smith added.

“Don’s passion is unbeliev-
able,” Wright said. “Sometimes 
he brings in teams besides the 
ones that don’t have sponsors.”

Epling has 40 guys cleared 
to come inside San Quentin to  
play on Saturday mornings. He 
emails them every other week 
and brings in those who want to 
play. Sometimes, it just happens 
to be someone who played pro 
like Griffi n Reilly who played 
pro ball in Spain, or a division 
two college title winner, like 
David King. Last year, Epling 
brought in Golden State War-
riors coach, Mark Jackson and 
fi rst round draft pick, Draymond 
Green.

The level of competition makes 
for great games against the very 
athletic San Quentin teams and 
attracts large crowds. They get to 
see good games and God’s word 
in action, like the one played 
Aug. 17.  “It was one of the best 
basketball games ever played in 
San Quentin,” said Wright.

The Ministries team brought 
in several guys who played in 
college, including Reilly. He led 
the Ministries with 38 points 
and 10 rebounds, followed by 
Ministries super fast point guard 
Tyson’s 32 points and forward 
Patrick Lacey’s 19 and 11.

The game went back in forth, 
with the Warriors led by Mi-
chael Franklin’s 47 points and 17 
rebounds, followed by A. McIn-

tosh’s 31 points, John Wind-
ham’s 11 and Maurice Hanks’ 
10. It was a nail biter with eight 
ties and 10 lead changes along 
the way.

In the fi nal fi ve minutes, the 
Warriors were winning, 112-118. 
At that point, Franklin accumu-
lated fi ve fouls guarding Reilly. 

“Whoever has the ball, go at 
number 17 (Franklin), he has fi ve 
fouls, he doesn’t want to leave 
the game. We’re doing that,” said 
Tyson during a time out.

Tyson brought the Ministries 
within three by hitting a huge 
three pointer, making the score 
115-118. Then after Ministries 
Mike Picone blocked McIns-
tosh’s shot, they tied the game 
on a foul and a tech on Warriors 
forward Hanks, gaining another 
three points on free throws.

McInstosh took the lead back 
for the Warriors on a lay-up uti-
lizing an assist from Franklin, 
but Tyson responded with anoth-
er three, his sixth of the game, 
making the score 121-120.

While trying to respond, 
McIntosh was called for an of-
fensive foul, then Franklin fouled 
out trying to stop Tyson with 28 
seconds left. After hitting one of 
two free-throws, the score was 
122-120, Ministries.

With 10 seconds on the clock, 
the Warriors had one more 
chance to make a winning play. 
Windham rushed the ball down 
court and launched a three that 
went in the rim, spun around it 
and came out, leaving Ministries 
on top, 122-120 before a frantic 
crowd.

After everything settled down, 
the game ended like it started, 
with a prayer and camaraderie.
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J. Davis, Robert Lee and Isaiah “Cap” Caldwell.

Photo by Sam Hearnes

Herman “Black” Shead, Willie “Butch” Thompson 
and Aaron “Imam Jeddi” Taylor

apologize, realizing it ain’t noth-
ing but a game.” Thompson said 
he “feels good about being a ref. 
It’s a good thing to be doing. A 
good way to get to know every-
body and it keeps me out of trou-
ble,” he added. He also umpires 
and refs football games.

Robert Lee aka “Joey Craw-
ford,” said, “I love it!  I look 
forward to it every week.” Lee 

has been refereeing for 17 years. 
He started out at Solano State 
Prison and became a ref because 
he got too old to play, wanting to 
stay close to the game he loves.

San Quentin Warriors Coach 
Daniel Wright recognizes “the 
refs have a very diffi cult job.” 
Wright suspended a player for 
two games for disrespecting a 
referee. “When it comes to the 
Warriors, it’s about attitude, in-
tegrity and outside team safe-
ty—talent is a distant second. I 
will not allow a player to show 
up a ref. That’s why the two-
game suspension was warrant-
ed,” Wright said. 

The refs don’t get it right all 
the time. “A lot of complaints are 
legit. They don’t bother me---it’s 
the way you complain,” said Lee. 
“I listen to complaints sometimes 
‘cause I can be wrong,” admit-
ted Herman “Black” Shead. “I 
just call what I see and stand by 
it,” added Thompson. “I’m not 
perfect. I do the best I can and 
as long as I’m being honest and 
fair, I can live with the results,” 

S.Q. Referees Express 
Their Love for the Game

Refereeing isn’t an easy job, 
but somebody has to do it. How-
ever, the guys who do so at San 
Quentin say they love it.

Despite numerous complaints 
about how games are called, 
the referees come to work every 
weekend.

“Complaints come no mat-
ter what,” said Willie “Butch” 
Thompson. “After the game they said Isaiah “Cap” Caldwell.

On the other hand, sometimes 
guys with illegitimate gripes are 
“just cry babies,” stated Thomp-
son. “No one is going to agree 
with every ref call. They do their 
best. You win by putting the ball 
in the basket,” said Drew Piazza. 
“Losers make excuses, winners 
make plays,” Lee added.

There are two organized bas-
ketball leagues at San Quentin 
and the established teams: War-
riors, and “over-40” Kings.

Piazza is the commissioner 
for the Intra-Mural League, 
while Aaron “Harun” Taylor is 
commissioner for the Champi-
onship Basketball League. Tay-
lor is also a sports writer for San 

Quentin News.
Referees for the Intra-Mural 

League and Championship Bas-
ketball League receive no com-
pensation; however, Kings and 
Warriors referees receive a pair 
of tennis shoes for their work at 
the end of the season.

Marcus Cosby and James 
“Loco” Freeman referee games 
for CBL and Corey “St. Lou-
is” Woods refs games for the 
Kings. 

Piazza says he has put out no-
tices to recruit new refs. “The la-
bor is plenty, but the workers are 
few. So we do the best we can 
with those who volunteered to 
do it for free,” added Piazza.

 –Rahsaan Thomas

Bill Epling Spreads the Good Word Before 
The Warriors Play Christian Ministries
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S.Q. Kings Topple
Outsiders, 65-60

The San Quentin Kings 
were able to overcome a push 
by the Outsiders in a 65-60 
victory. 

At the beginning of the 4th 
quarter, the Kings were ahead 
57-44, however the outside 
team didn’t give up. Led by the 
scoring of Steve Watkins, and 
a couple of big threes pointers 
by John Brewster, they brought 
the score to within five, at 63-
58 with 1:22 seconds left.

“We are gonna win on de-
fense. We don’t have to score 
any more,” said Kings forward 
Tim Thompson during a time 
out. “We got to play smart,” 
added Kings Coach Orlando 
Harris.

With the time running out, 
Brewster told his team, “We 
gotta foul. They’ll have to 
make free throws,” he said.

After two missed free 
throws, the Outsiders got the 
rebound and Watkins scored 
inside, closing the deficit to 
three. With only 30 seconds 
left in the game, Kings guard 
Shakur Pierce was fouled and 
hit both free throws. In the 
final seconds, the Outsiders 
were kept scoreless and the 
Kings got the Aug. 24 win.

Ty Jones led the Kings with 
22 points, followed by Oris 
Williams’ 11 and P. “Strange” 
Walker’s 10.

The Outsiders were led by 
Steve Watkins’ 24 points, Ga-

By Rahsaan Thomas
Sports Editor

Former major league baseball 
player Bill Lee showed at 67 he 
still has it, striking out eight bat-
ters and leading the RBL Giants 
to a 7-6 victory over the San 
Quentin Giants.

S.Q. Giants Ronald Martin, 

Legendary Pitcher Bill Lee
Strikes Out 8 San Quentin Giants

File Photo  

Kings and Outsiders posing with
the referees for a picture

who hit two home runs in a pre-
vious game, batted only 1for 3 
against Lee. “What a treat and a 
humbling experience to get a hit 
off someone so good. The guy’s 
a legend, even at 67 he’s still a 
beast,” Martin said.

Giants’ Danny Schrader, who 
had hit two home runs against 
the San Quentin A’s batted 1 for Official Photo

Bill at a game

Fully Loaded Rings Up
Championship Victory, 31-28
By Juan Haines

Managing Editor

In the Championship Basket-
ball League’s fi rst champion-
ship series, Fully Loaded swept 
We’ll Deal With It in a spec-
tacular display of lead changes 
and hard-nosed scrappy play on 
both sides. 

Fully Loaded ended the series 
with a quick steal and layup by 
their point guard.

“He spun around, and I 
stripped the ball from their 
guard,” said Tare “Cancun” 
Beltranchuc “There were about 
four guys around him. Pookie 
(Charles Sylvester) got it and 
passed it back to me. I made 
the shot.”

It was the 31st point, the total 
needed to win the game in the 
CBL half-court championship 
rules.

“It was a good game,” said 
We’ll Deal With It player, Lar-
ry “TY” Jones. “They came to 
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Demond “ Oola” Lewis, Jason “Boo” Robinson, Charles “Pookie” Sylvester, 
George “Big George” Harris, Rahsaan “NY” Thomas and Tare “Cancun” Beltranchuc 

play. We underestimated Can-
cun. When they needed a big 
play he came through.”

We’ll Deal With It, took a 
late game lead, 28-27 after TY 
made a 15 foot jumper. How-
ever, Demond “Oola” Lewis 
responded quickly with his 
own shot. Fully Loaded never 
looked back as Mike Frank-
lin made a shot, was fouled 
and made the free throw. On 
the next play, Cancun yo-yoed 
around the court, got free 
from a pick from Pookie but 
was fouled, as he attempted a 
layup. His free throw gave Ful-
ly Loaded a 30-28 lead, setting 
up the steal and layup to win 
the game, 31-28.

“Our team’s strategy was to 
slow Mike down, said Jones. 
“The fi rst game he had a dou-
ble-double. Mike was key to 
their ability to win. I knew we 
had to play better defense and 
play better, if we were to win.”

“We were over confi dent. We 

thought they had no chance at 
all. The fi rst game, we built a 
huge lead,” said Fully Loaded 
Point Guard, Cancun. “But, in 
the second game, they came 
strong. We couldn’t click. They 
kept setting picks and making 
plays.”

“I give my teammates the 
most for listening, even when 
they did plays that could have 
cost us,” said Fully Loaded 
coach, Boo. “Our players kept 
maintaining focus, even when 
calls weren’t going their way.”

“I was really proud that we 
were competitive in the second 
game,” said We’ll Deal With 
It coach Raphael. “We had a 
chance of winning. In the fi rst 
game Cancun independently 
beat us. I wanted to limit his af-
fect the second game. We would 
have not made it as far as we 
did, without Orlando “Duck” 
Harris. He’s really competitive 
and can get a win for us as he 
did all through the season.”

Official Photo

Bill Lee’s Baseball Card

3 against Lee with a double.  
Lee played 14 years in the 

Majors with 10 years as a Bos-
ton Red Sox and four years as 
a Montreal Expo. He had 112 
career wins, third all time for a 
lefty for the Red Sox. He even 
started games two and seven in 
the 1975 World Series against 
the Cincinnati Reds, according 
to RBL Giants’ couch Steve Re-
ichardt

“It will be tough to beat him. 
Today is not about winning or 
losing. It’s an event just playing 
with a legend,” added San Quen-
tin Coach Elliot Smith about the 
Aug. 15 game.

The RBL Giants love coming 
from outside into San Quentin 
to play baseball. “Love it. Most 
enjoyable company, the guys are 
always happy to see us,” said 
Reichardt.

The RBL Giants consisted 
of Mike Deeble, who played 
college and semi pro baseball; 
Larry Silfen; Mark Wales who 

played one year in college and 
one year in the minor leagues, 
Rene Morales, Kenton Lou, Bob 
Criscuolo, and Greg Wilson. 

reeth Hancock’s 12 and Tyler’s 
11.

Things didn’t go so well for 
the Kings during a previous 
July 27 game against the Out-
siders.

The seven man outside team 
was losing 62-57. Then Kings 
Coach Harris gave them some 
Gatorade. Afterwards, the 
Outsiders played with re-
newed energy, taking the lead 
63-62 and going on to win 71-

64!
“We got better in the second 

half. We stepped it up. Gato-
rade made the difference,” 
said Hancock.

“Our last lost by one point 
taught us to be more patient 
to walkout with a win,” added 
Nichols.

Joe Nichols, who turned 
50 the week before, found 
his shot in that game, hitting 
four three-pointers and a free 
throw for a total of 13 points. 
Joel “Big Country” Simmons 
had a double-double, with 23 
points and 12 rebounds and 
Gareeth Hancock had another 
double-double, with 20 points 
and 11 rebounds.

For the Kings that game, 
Oris Williams had 14 points 
and six rebounds, Thad Flee-
ton had 12 points and 5 re-
bounds, Brain Asey had 10 
points and Shakur Pierce had 
10 in the July 27 loss.

–By Rahsaan Thomas

‘Even at 67 he’s still a beast’
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